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Chapter 1

Why Planetary Theology?

[t puzzles and saddens me that so many who call themselves
Christian are so little concerned about the immense human misery
and suffering in almost all parts of the world. Sometimes we are
even the cause of this suffering and we seem not to realize it. Our
going regularly to church and attending prayer services seem to
leave us uninterested in the fate of our sisters and brothers. On the
contrary, our being considered good Christians may be what makes
us insensitive to them.

Why is it that most of the Christians who attend Sunday worship
in the city of Colombo, Sri Lanka, hardly ever reflect seriously on
the utterly inhuman conditions of the one hundred fifty thousand
shantytowners who ‘‘live’” in our beautiful city? The roof of their
hovel cannot prevent the rain from drenching their one-room dwell-
ing. The floor on which they sleep is damp. They have no clean
water. There is one toilet for about every hundred persons. No
schooling for children; no jobs for adults. They live in filthy condi-
tions. Infant mortality is high; malnutrition is standard. And this
continues from generation to generation; if anything, the situation
worsens. The rich prosper, and many of them are Christians and
consider themselves good Christians.

How was it possible for an American bishop to visit the U.S.
forces in Vietnam at Christmas and encourage them to fight the
poor Vietnamese . . . in the name of the Prince of Peace? Did he
not know that more bombs were dropped by the U.S.A. on Vietnam
than all the bombs dropped in World War I1? How was it possible
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2 WHY PLANETARY THEOLOGY?

that Western missionaries could accompany European and Amerl-
can traders, gunboaters, and soldiers into China in the nineteenth
century? How could good Christians allow themselves to be slave
traders and slave owners in the New World, which they occupied
after killing or driving away the aboriginal inhabitants?

These are not questions only of the past. How is it that good
Christians in Europe and North America still are not aware that
their countries have abundance partly at the expense of the poor of
the Third World? How is it that $1 million is spent each minute on
armaments by governments, mainly of countries that think of them-
selves as Christian, when over 500 billion human beings have not
enough food to satisfy their hunger? Why is it that the urgent ap-
peals of Popes John XXIII, Paul VI, and John Paul II for justice
and sharing fall on deaf ears even among their own faithful? Why 1s
it that the World Council of Churches’ Program to Combat Racism
in South Africa is not only unheeded by many Christians, but is
even suspect by many of them?

A simple response to these questions would be to say that unfor-
tunately persons and countries paid no attention to the Christian
message, or that sin is a commonplace in human history. However,
we can go a step further and ask whether a world system of unjust
relationships has come to be set up in the past few centuries. And we
can ask whether the teaching, motivations, and actions of organized
Christian churches contributed toward it. Has a distorted social
order in turn influenced the churches? Has the prevalent Christian
theology lent a religious justification to unjust attitudes and ap-

proaches?

TRADITIONAL THEOLOGY

[t seems to me that dominant groups—based on race, class, s€x,
or religion—were encouraged in their convictions of superiority by
the theology that prevailed in the Christian churches during the five

hundred years from about 1450 to about 1950. And similar theologi-

cal perspectives still prevail, by and large, within the mainstream

thinking of the churches, with some adaptation to modern times.
This is not a problem peculiar to theology. It seems to affect hu-

man knowledge as such. Our understanding of history, and even of
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right and wrong, 1s conditioned by our environment, interests, in-
formation, and field of awareness. I write mainly from a conscious-
ness arising from an Asian context, though I have had the good
fortune of having been in or visited very many other parts of the
world.

Reflecting on these issues, I cannot escape the conclusion that the
traditional Western theology, which claimed a certain universality
was very much determined by dominant world powers and gmupsj
European—and later, North American—capitalist-oriented, adult
IIIIB.IE, clerical groups determined the method, contentual bounda- |
I'I‘ES, and application of theology. They read the gospel and human
history in a manner suited to their dominant situation. Many of the
concerns that preoccupied Western theologians over the centuries
were irrelevant to Third World peoples or even detrimental. In-
stance divisions of North Atlantic Christians solidified into Catholic
and Protestant positions on rather marginal issues and exported to
rural villages in Bolivia, Sierra Leone, or the Philippines. The ap-
prn?.ch toward other religions also began with a Western prejudice
against them—as 1f they could not be from God and salvific, unless
they could somehow be considered “Christian in disguise.’’ Again
the close link between Christian missionary activity and Western |
colonial expansion unduly affected both theology and pastoral
practice all over the world. Following is a sketch of some of the

I‘I.lﬂjﬂl‘ traits that traditional theology accrued from its North Atlan-
tic conditioning.

A Culture-Bound Theology

Traditional Christian theology was in fact profoundly culture-
bt::iu.nd throughout its development. It was implicitly ethnocentric:
arising from and directed toward concerns of the West. It was a
h.andmaid of Western expansion, an unwitting ally in the exploita-
tion of peoples of other continents, first by Europeans and later by
N,ﬂrt}l Americans. The symbiosis of the ‘‘sacred duty’’ of civilizing
baptizing, and saving pagans and the North Atlantic quest for mili-,
tary, economic, political, and cultural domination was disastrous
for Christianity itself. It not only made many aspects of Christian
theology unacceptable to the rest of humankind, but it also dehu-
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manized the content of Western theology and blinded its practi-
tioners to the cultural implications of what they—and others—were
creating.

The attitude of many Westerners toward nature is one aspect of
this cultural impact on Christian theology. African, Amerindian,
and Eastern peoples have had a respectful attitude toward nature,
almost to the point of overdoing it. Indian culture respects life in all
forms, including plants and animals. Chinese culture attaches a high
value to the harmony of all things: the heavens and the earth, nature
and humanity, society and the inner person. Western Christianity,
in its emphasis on possession and work, has largely neglected this
respect for nature. Nature becomes an appropriate object for hu-
man exploitation. Although this has fostered an extraordinary de-
velopment of science and technology, it has been harmful for the
conservation of nature and the dignity of humankind. The quality
of human life has in fact been lowered in the process, and now na-
ture itself is being irreparably damaged and threatened with global

devastation.
A Church-Centered Theology

Traditional theology has been very largely church-centered, tend-
ing to equate the universal kingdom of God and the common hu-
man good with the expansion of the church. The divine claims of the
church made all else seem faulty, in need of submission to and reme-
diation by the church. The good of the church became the ultimate
value according to which other priorities were gauged and issues
resolved. The church was regarded as the indispensable vehicle of
salvation. The main focus of interest of theology was life within the
‘hstitutional churches. That life was very much dominated by the
more powerful Western churches, and among Catholics particularly

by the church in Rome.

A Male-Dominated Theology

The clergy teaching in seminaries and universities has maintained
a virtual monopoly over theology. Theological preoccupations were
very much those of persons within church institutions and depen-
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dent on them. Thus theology pursued many interests of concern to
adult, male clerics and, in the case of Catholics, celibates. They
tended to read the Scriptures through an adult-male (celibate) lens
They naturally were inclined to find in revelation many texts that |
reinforced their authority, importance, and indispensability.
The'rfghs‘s of women did not figure in traditional theological
refla::ctl.ﬂn. All rights seem to have been attributed a priori to males
b.egmnmg in the garden of Eden, leaving women to struggle for thelir
rights by themselves, if at all. During the many centuries of male
domination, the churches, in particular the Catholic Church, saw
God on the side of the dominating male. Even now what cha;lges
have been tolerated in the Catholic Church are reformist and
ana-.lgesic. Thus women are to be given functions such as the distri-
bution of communion under exceptional circumstances. But there is
no af:ceptance of the fundamental equality of men and women in
the life of the church—and this in an age when there are female
heads of state, including elected prime ministers. Within the
w:::hurches, real power in matters both spiritual and temporal is kept
in the hands of males. The laity-clergy relationship is dominated by
the (rlnale-dﬂminated) clergy. The theology of marriage is such that
marriage 1s a bar to certain positions within the church. These may

be disciplinary, not doctrinal, norms, but they reflect the reigning
pattern of thought.

An Age-Dominated Theology

Traditional theology was also age-dominated, representing the
thought of those who had spent many years studying hefty tomes of
the past. The whole apparatus of church life is still age-dominated:
?he higher the echelon of ecclesiastical authority, the more advanc;:d
1s the average age of those exercising it. The young are practically
excluded from having an impact on thought and action in the
churches. Even the most forward-looking changes give the young
{J'III}’ a subsidiary role. It is scarcely acknowledged that persons of
exg.hteen to twenty-five or so years of age can be mature human
beings, c:flpable of making a significant contribution to the life of a
community. Yet what youth can contribute is vitality, dynamism,

f:reshness of approach, openness to the future, a keen sense of jus-
tice, and readiness to face risks.
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A Procapitalist Theology

In its social orientation, traditional theology was procapitalist
Theological thought and ecclesiastical activity were influenced bj;’
the clas§ composition of church personnel. The lifestyle of most
theologians and churchmen was fashioned within the framework of
Western'capitalism, and they benefited from it. Consciously or
}mconsmuualy, they did not deal with issues that threatened their
m'terests and positions. Thus traditional theology had little to do
with the conditions of the working classes. Even today it is largel
unrelated to the issues that concern the rural poor, who form thﬂy
bulk of the population in the poorer countries of tile world, or the
many millions of the urban poor everywhere. |

Where theology or church social teachings touched on these is-
sues, the remedies they proposed were palliatives rather than funda-
mental reforms of social structures themselves. Economic power
was to remain with the owners of capital—with a certain softening
of the exploitative process through the sedatives of recreational
facilities for workers, labor laws, profit-sharing, workers’ councils
anc.i traczle unions. These are good in themselves, but there was no |
serious intention of fundamentally altering the social system so that
workers would receive a just share of the benefits of their work.
’Ijhere was to be no basic change of the social order to end exploita-
tion of person by person. The attitude of many Christians was even
more conservative than were official church teachings.

An Anticommunist Theology

N{uw that the Western world is coming to a coexistence with the
Snvqlet .Uninn, Eastern Europe, and China, Christian thinkers are
begl?mmg to turn from condemnation to tolerance of communism
But in the early decades of the Russian, Chinese, and Vietnamese |
revolutions, the Christian churches took a strong condemnatory
attitude toward the new Marxist regimes. The churches saw the
negative aspects of communist dictatorship, but were slow to ac-
knowledge their achievements for the people.

This caused conflicts with the revolutionary governments and a
lm."ig estrangement with them, including the expulsion of mission-
aries from China. From about 1950 onward, Western theology
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turned a blind eye to the half of Asia that is China, which was going
through one of the most significant revolutions in human history.
We thus are faced with the enigma of a theology that gives a posi-
tive acceptance and evaluation of colonialism and capitalism, and a
fault-finding evaluation of socialist regimes, which have been in
many areas and aspects the liberators of African and Asian peoples.
Once again, culture-bound preferences of the West pass for Chris-
tian theological positions. Concerning traditional Christian
theology Asians are therefore in a dilemma, much deeper than
merely that of being asked to adopt Western languages, rituals, and
thought-patterns. It concerns a whole worldview of human reality

and human history.

A Nonrevolutionary Theology

A similar evaluation can be made of the traditional thinking
among churchmen concerning development, justice, and peace.
Development within the present world order, with the technology of
the West and its financial and economic institutions, is presupposed
as normal, or qualifiedly normal. The Western, urban technological
model is implicitly accepted as the normal pattern of national devel-
opment. The naked greed and insatiable thirst for profit central to
this model are not seen as contrary to the spirit of the gospel. Chris-
tianity has come to terms with this legitimation of greed, neglecting
nonmaterial incentives to build a just society and recast the common
understanding of what the goals of human endeavor should be.

As yet the churches have not opted for a world system different
from the prevailing capitalist, Western-dominated system. Except
for some references in recent papal encyclicals, remedies suggested
for problems are mere anodynes. The churches recommend reforms

within the world system, such as economic cooperation through
‘‘aid,’”’ commodity agreements, currency reforms, deceleration of
the arms race, and promotion of peace. These are good things in
themselves, but utterly inadequate to transform a system in which
80 percent of the world’s population has access to 20 percent of the
world’s resources. Poverty thus continues in the midst of plenty.
Peace is understood as the preservation of the given status quo.
Yet, in view of the magnitude of Third World problems, totally
different approaches are necessary. A revolutionary change in the
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world system is needed. Revolutionary change does not necessarily
imply violence. It does, however, mean a radical and rapid change
in the world system—a change neither marginal nor quantitative,
but qualitative and all-pervasive. The world is meant for all and a
qualitative change in the relationships among peoples and resources
1s required to ensure basic human rights to all.

Christianity lacks a revolutionary global theology. Even the Latin
American theology of liberation is articulated in terms of changes
within the world created by Western expansion since 1500.

A Theology Bereft of Social Analysis

Social analysis has not yet been accepted and incorporated as an
essential ingredient in theological reflection. For the most part,
traditional theology was drawn directly from scriptural sources;
inasmuch as data from other deposits of God’s revelation were
largely ignored, that theology was heavily influenced by the preju-
dices, delusions, and preoccupations of the theologians, who were
mainly used to an urban bourgeois way of life. This is a further
point of methodology in need of radical remediation if there is to be
any meaningful consensus among the churches concerning Christian
action in society. The absence of socio-political power analysis lulls
the churches into complacency with the fact and the consequences
of the dominance of some over others.

Because a great deal of theological thinking is individualistic in
orientation, the social aspects of the kingdom of God, of sin, con-
version, and salvation, have been neglected. Sometimes these social
aspects are considered ‘“merely’’ human, humanitarian, horizontal,
““merely’’ natural—as if they were not related to the spiritual, to
God. Here too basic presuppositions must be overhauled to meet
the aspirations of contemporary men and women, and to be honest
about reality, with its absurd extremes of towering affluence and
abject poverty.

An Overly Theoretical Theology

Closely related to the absence of social analysis is the absence of
action-orientation in traditiona: theology. When theology is only
theoretical, it fails to take into account the exigencies of real situ-
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ations and of the efforts required to change them. But only in action
do the many dimensions of multifaceted problems become clear.
When action is precluded from reflection, thought tends to be
sterile, oriented to the status quo, and conservative. It is then possi-
ble to elaborate theology in a merely academic way, having but little
relevance to the flow of events and forces as they develop in the
world. An action-oriented theology, on the other hand, would have
to assess the forces operative in a given situation, think of goals,
strategies, and tactics, yields and risks, timing and alliances. All
these require skills different from those of merely academic theolo-
gians. It will also have to develop a different spirituality, one that
will not shun active participation in social change even in conflictual
situations.

Churches have been action-oriented, mission-oriented, even when
their theology was overbearingly speculative. But the action was
largely church-centered in its missionary approach and conservative
in its social aspirations. We need a theology that pays more atten-
tion to all aspects of the human person and is oriented toward jus-
tice in society. This demands an option in favor of the oppressed.
Such a theology would also be more God-centered—that 1s, cen-
tered on God actively present in human history. Traditional
theology neglected the dynamic nature of the kingdom of God and
its impact on human history.

A theology that is action-oriented must take into account the
dimension of time. Timing is of the essence. Awareness of the pace
of events has to be included in the input for decision-making. There
is not much use condemning the old colonialism today, except as
regards Macao, Hong Kong, and the like. Today we have to deal
with neocolonialism and new forms of exploitation, as in such
nations as Malaysia, Chile, Afghanistan, and Poland. The
churches—Ilike so many civil governments— have generally sided
with oppressors in power, but then with liberators once they are in
power. This is sheer opportunism. Prophetic timing demands that
we be with the oppressed in their struggles while they are engaged in
them—not only after they are successful.

Such a theology would be continually in process, not static; it
would endeavor to meet the problems posed by a fast-changing
world. An action-oriented theology would also be largely lay, rather
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than clerical. The ministerial clergy, as such, would not necessarily
provide leadership in a theology requiring the skills of sociopolitical
analysis, decision-making, and risk-bearing. The young would play
a significant role in the growth of such a theology: they have a
greater penchant for being present where the action is than do older
adults, especially patriarchal academics and clergymen.

Action-orientation also implies that theology be concerned with
strategies of action for different places and environments. Tradi-
tional theology was largely concerned with intrachurch strategies
and methods. The action called for today is very much in the field of
public life. Hence the confluence of events, forces, and obstacles
has to be evaluated and different strategies weighed and adopted.
Risk-bearing in such situations is quite different from risk-bearing
inside a cloister or in intrachurch or even interchurch issues.

A spirituality that faces up to conflict situations requires a re-
evaluation of the virtues of a Christian life and of progress in the
spiritual life. Ascetic practice and mystical experience can and will
have to evolve within the context of struggle against the wrongs of
socio-political structures and the sacrifices and joys that struggle
will entail. Spirituality will have to critically relate to politics, which
is an essential target area for charity and justice. All these elements
are only now beginning to be brought into Christian theology. They
are indispensable for the building up of the kingdom of God in our

world.

CONTEXTUAL THEOLOGIES

Though we may understand the traditional Western theologies of
the past five centuries as being of one overall mold—from within the
context of the North Atlantic quest for world domination—history
shows many other examples of the contextualization of theology.
Catholic theology has been very much conditioned by its West Euro-
pean and Roman matrix. The theologies of the Orthodox tradition
arose from an oriental context in reaction against West European,
particularly Roman, perspectives and authoritarianism. The Ortho-
dox churches have always maintained a certain autonomy at the
local level, while being linked in a wider federation. However, they
have not often escaped the dominant influence of the political

powers in their parts of the world.
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The different schools of Protestant theology were also affirma-
tions of an autonomy from Roman and Latin domination and re-
lated to national issues facing their peoples or political authorities.
They retain differences with Catholicism and among themselves
concerning matters such as the nature of grace and redemption, the
sacraments, church ministry, and ecclesiastical authority. However,
all of them that began in Europe or North America are within the
general framework of white Western capitalist world domination.

After the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the establishment of
socialist regimes throughout Eastern Europe, the Orthodox
churches there have developed theological perspectives in line with a
critique of capitalism and imperialism. They are developing theolog-
ical orientations in keeping with the general ideological stance and
social structure of their Marxist-dominated socialistic countries.
They are supportive of the struggles of the oppressed peoples in
other countries against capitalism and neocolonialism. But they are
less energetic in articulating a theology that would voice a prophetic
critique of their own societies.

The Chinese revolution compelled the Christian churches in
China to rethink their own theologies without an ongoing contact
with any other Christian churches. The Protestant churches in
China have thus evolved their own way of Christian life guided
by the principles of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement: self-
government, self-support, self-propagation. They have reread the
Scriptures from a postrevolutionary perspective and see many of the
gospel values better realized under the new dispensation. The
Catholic Church in China has set up the Catholic Patriotic Associa-
tion and claims an autonomy for the church in managing its own
affairs, especially in selecting its bishops. They too are supportive of
the revolution. Both Protestants and Catholics affiliated with the
Patriotic Association share in the public life of the country and
endeavor to make a critical contribution to China’s advance within
the framework of the communist revolution. The Protestant
churches are moving toward a postdenominational relationship
among themselves: they have been on their own, cut off from
denominational ‘‘mother churches,’’ for over three decades. These
experiences of the Chinese churches are very significant develop-
ments of Christian life and theology in an Asian context. They will
doubtless influence Christian reflection in the future, especially
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inasmuch as they have to do with nearly a fourth of the human race.

With the setting up of the Vietnamese socialist government of the
liberated zones from the early 1950s, most of the Christians—
mainly Catholics—who remained there cooperated with the
Marxist-led liberation movement. They faced together the trials of
struggle and the horrors of war, especially after the United States
came into the Vietnam war with over half a million soldiers and
daily bombardment. After the defeat of the south and the U.S.
withdrawal, in 1975, many of the Christian leaders in the south also
gave critical support to the unified Vietnamese revolutionary re-
gime. All this implied a Christian theological reflection in and
through a revolutionary struggle. Christians in Vietnam are going
through a difficult period, intensified by the continuing conflicts
throughout the nation. The Catholic Church in Vietnam counts
about 10 percent of the population. Its size and the evolution of
both Christianity and Marxism may have helped to avoid such a
sharp break as was experienced in China.

Contextual theologies are likewise being evolved in other Asian
countries, such as South Korea in the face of a people’s struggle
against an oppressive dictatorial regime. Here the concept of the
people—Minjung—as cared for by God receives special attention.
In the Philippines Christians are theologizing in small groups from
their experience of participation in national liberation from the
procapitalist dictatorship. In India the concern for dialogue with
other religions has been expressed in the ashramic movements and
has led to a questioning of the major traditional theological posi-
tions of Christians concerning other religions. In India and Sri
Lanka the two currents of concern for socioeconomic justice and
religiocultural dialogue meet in a search for a more integral ap-
proach to liberation.

During the past decade Latin American theologians, using Marx-
ist analytical methodology, have evolved a theology of liberation
based on a critical study of their capitalistic society and a rereading
of the gospel from their situation. They make a powerful critique of
traditional theology and offer penetrating insights into the teaching
of Jesus from the point of view of the poor and the oppressed. In
more recent years they have developed an ecclesiology, related espe-
cially to grassroots Christian communities, and a spirituality in
commitment to liberation even unto martyrdom. This Latin Ameri-
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can theological evolution, clearly demanding a Christian option in

favor of the oppressed in the harsh world of socioeconomic reality

1s one of the most significant developments in theology in recent |
centuries.

The African Christian experience is quite varied from Ethiopia
and Egypt to black peoples’ liberation struggles in southern Africa.
All these are providing a base for contextual theologies. African
culture is seen as a basis for a people’s integral approach to life,
community, and God.

In the United States black theology and the theology of woman
have been more strongly articulated during the past decade, and
have influenced other continents as well.

The political theologies that are being developed in Europe, espe-
cially in West Germany and France, have the advantage of posing
sociopolitical problems in the perspective of the ultimate goal of the
church. They emphasize the eschatological nature of the kingdom of
God. Yet few of them present a clear analysis of the contradictions
of the capitalist form of society, on which the quest for Western
dominance over the world has been built. They have not yet moved
theology into the sphere of political conflict. These trends may
develop as the process of politicization continues. The political
change in France in favor of a prosocialist government had the

support of many Christian reflection/action groups. In Portugal,
Spain, and Italy there is now a more serious critique of the capitalist
-system, influenced by their intermediate position in world capital-
1sm and by Latin American thinking.

THEOLOGY: CONTEXTUAL AND GLOBAL

Contextual theologies arise because the earlier theologies, which
claimed universality, did not take local contexts seriously, and be-
cause they are articulations of insights from different situations.
Contextual theologies arise from a new consciousness of
groupings—a class, an ethnic kinship, a sex, a culture—or an overall
social or religious environment . They are a valid and necessary
contribution to the evolution of Christian life and theology. They
can lead to deeper scriptural insights and a better understanding of
the sufferings and aspirations of different groups.

Contextual theologies by their very nature tend to be partial,
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being rooted in local situations and experience. They may, however,
have a permanent value insofar as a microhuman experience may
embody a universal value. By deepening the analysis of a particular
context, we can arrive at more universal perceptions. A contextual
theology related to one group, nation, or region may be too narrow
to respond to all the aspects of even a local problem. Thus, a black
theology may not be open to the values of an Asian people, and so
may not be able to analyze or absorb the significance of the Chinese
revolution under Mao Tse-tung. A Latin American theology may
neglect the problems of marginalized racial groups within that conti-
nent, as well as the issues relating Latin America to the whole world.
Latin American theologians do not look upon Brazil and Argentina
as vast underinhabited lands in a land-hungry world. They may not
understand the tragedies caused by overpopulation in India and
Bangladesh, and the impact of Latin American anti-Asian immigra-
tion laws on famine and starvation in other parts of the world.
Hence even the best of contextual theologies, related to a limited
group or region, must be counterbalanced by more universal per-
spectives relating to the world as a whole.

The action-orientation of contextual theologies may lead to liber-
ation struggles that are necessary but only partial. They may side-
step the problems of global domination within the world. What is
needed, therefore, is a dialectical interchange between local strug-
gles and the world situation, between local theologies and a theology
that tries to read the significance of global realities. Even local liber-
ation struggles, such as those in El Salvador, Namibia, and Poland
dare not be fought in isolation, for the enemies of human liberation
are organized globally.

The universal approach will be very valuable in the development
of a global strategy for bringing about social change. Only a univer-
sal approach can help us to respect human beings everywhere, what-
ever be their ethnic inheritance, color, creed, sex, or social class.

Rejection of the false universalisms of the past should not dis-
suade us from at least trying to evolve the general outlines of a truly
universal theology grounded in the basic elements of the human
condition and the overall world situation. Such a theology would
recognize the global implications of many of our local or regional
problems and proceed accordingly. Reflection on the Asian context
seems especially recommendable in the search for a global theology
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inasmuch as Asia’s population is more than half of the world popu-
lation.

By extension, the whole planet earth, as an entirety, must also be
seen as a context for theology. The human search for meaning and
fulness of life takes place on this planet, with all its potentialities
and limitations. Today the destinies of all peoples are closely inter-
related and linked to the future of the earth: the land, the seas, the
atmosphere, and outer space.

The world system that humankind has built up especially in the
past few centuries is increasingly global in communications,
economy, polity, culture, and way of life. The major power blocs
would gladly have the whole world as the arena of their interests and
operations. Some groupings based on class, color, sex, religion,
ideology, and culture are also global in many aspects. The efforts of
world bodies such as the United Nations further highlight planetary
interdependence for peace, human rights, justice, the resolution of
international conflicts—even food and employment.

REORIENTING THEOLOGY

Some of the approaches required to reorient theology are already
being developed in the political theology of Europe, in the practical,
issue-oriented theology of North America, in the theology of libera-
tion in Latin America, and by the action/reflection dynamism evi-
dent in Asian and African churches, the Socialist countries, and
women’s movements. Their reflection would be broadened by a
keener awareness of Asian contexts. It could lead to a sharpening of
strategies, thanks to a better understanding of the demands of Asian
revolutionary processes.

We have to take a fresh look at the central core of the Christian
message. This requires a direct return to the sources of revelation—
the Scriptures—especially to the person of Jesus Christ as we see
him in the gospels. We must purify our minds of the restrictive
Christendom-centered theologies that have blurred the universality
of Jesus Christ. We must ask ourselves how we are to understand
the gospels in our times.

Another point of departure must be socioeconomic and political
reflection on the contemporary world in diverse contexts. We
should try also to relate them to the basic yearnings of the human
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person for freedom and personal fulfillment..The dfa facto world
system of order and disorder can be one starting point for the .
growth of a planetary theology, for the world system af fec:ts the life
of each person and group within it. This impact grows rapidly as

human global interdependence increases.

Chapter 2

The World System

A systematic analysis at the level of the whole planet earth, to-
gether with historical dimensioning, is necessary for us to under-
stand how particular sectors and events in the world relate to each
other. Without such a holistic perspective, we shall often not know
the interconnection among issues and how some actions affect
others—how even some actions, good in themselves, may cause
havoc to others far away. The present world system of human rela-
tionships did not arise in a day or a generation. It is the result of a
protracted historical evolution of the human race in its relationship
to nature, of different peoples and cultures to one another, of the
sexes to each other.

We all live on planet earth within one limited, interlinked, global
ocean chain, one atmosphere, and one overall weather system. De-
pletion and disturbances in their ecological balance can seriously
affect nature and human life. Human beings, by their intelligence,
scientific skills, and manual labor, use and develop the resources of
our planet. Advances in human civilization have been grounded on
the steady progress in this millennial effort.

On the other hand the modern growth of science and technology
without a corresponding development of concern for the rights of
human beings and the care of nature is resulting in severe damage to
humankind and nature. Pollution of the environment, soil erosion,
the expansion of deserts, the ‘‘death’’ of lakes, the extinction of
fish, bird, and mammal species, and the wastage of recyclable mate-
rials are some of the results of our reprehensible stewardship of the

17
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planet’s resources. The unrestrained urge for private, corporate, or
national gain has often been the cause of such predatory conduct.
Entire civilizations have been wiped out in the pursuit of profit and
POWET.

The desire to dominate nature and persons has been a human
characteristic throughout history, though some peoples have been
more prone to it than others. Empires such as those of the Egyp-
tians, Assyrians, Greeks, Romans, Moguls, and Mongols are exam-
ples. However, until the mid-fifteenth century the power of rulers
depended on ancient means of warfare: the bow and arrow, the
lance and sword. For thousands of years the fastest means of trans-
portation and communication were horses and the ship with sails.
The feudal system of economic and social life was organized around
castles and feudal lords. Even powerful kings had to depend on the
loyalty of numerous chieftains.

The modern era is characterized by the rise of nation-states,
which brought many local lords and territories under the direct rule
of national sovereigns. Technological advances in the methods of
warfare were one on the main causes. Gunpowder, invented by the
Chinese in the tenth century, was no respecter of castles or of the
medieval laws of chivalry when knights fought each other in simple
combat armed with lance or mace. Later on the steamship enabled
much faster and more secure means of travel by water.

The fifteenth and sixteenth centuries saw the rise of national
states under absolute monarchs, especially in Europe. It is impor-
tant for our reflection to remember that it is only for about five
centuries that the world has known sovereign nation-states. Prior to
that there was feudalism and empires of greater or lesser centraliza-
tion. In Europe the moral law flowing from the Scriptures and inter-
preted by the church was supposed to be binding on the Holy Ro-
man Empire (which some have said was neither holy nor Roman nor
an empire).

The rise of modern nation-states was related politically to the
growth of power of absolute monarchs, economically to the devel-
opment of mercantile capitalism and the enclosure movement in
agriculture, culturally to the decline of the overarching Latin culture
and the evolution of national languages, and religiously to the
breakup of medieval Christendom due especially to the Protestant
Reformation. The ““discovery’’ of ‘‘new lands’’ that could be con-
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quered for the European national monarchs and states was a further
step to the disintegration of medieval Europe and the strengthening
of the national kingdoms, which then became far-flung empires
beginning with the Spanish and the Portuguese. |
There was a close relationship between territorial expansion and

the modernization of the internal economies of the West European
nations. The possibilities of travel expanded the sphere of trade and
the availability of resources, and the enclosure movement in agricul-
ture made more workers available for the industries growing up in
the urban areas. This was also a period of rapid population increase
after the devastation of the Black Death in the previous era. Mer-
cantile capitalism dependent on trade later developed into industrial
capitalism linked to the growth of colonies in the conquered lands.
The empires provided living space for European peoples, cheap raw
materials, lands for plantations with cheap labor, if not slaves, and
markets tor industrial products. These enabled the owners of capital
in the European countries to increase their wealth from the sur-
pluses accumulated both in the metropolitan countries and in the
colonies. The working classes of both were exploited, but those of
the European homelands were coopted to join in the exploitation of
the colonies by being given a share of the spoils and a greater chance
of upward social mobility in expanding empires and economies.
?uiturally they were made to feel that they were agents in the bring-
ing of civilization and Christianity to poor, ignorant pagans.

The nation-states became the subject of rights in international
r?latinnships. Both within the nations and among them, the posses-
sion and use of physical power is the ultimate determinant of issues.
National self-interest is the primary motivation.

The world system developed its structures for the strengthening of
thf}s.e who are already powerful. World relationships are relation-
ships of domination and dependence. Powerful nations built the
mechanism and trained the agents of this domination—economic
political, military, cultural. |

The distribution of the earth’s surface among the peoples of the
world is a fundamental prerequisite for the understanding of the
world system, as well as for the evaluation of its justice or injustice.
In the general understanding of international relationships it is
Pl‘f:?SllppDSE:d that the present world system or prevailing world order
1S Just, and hence that we are all well off when there is peace and
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stability in the world. The status quo is given a high priority: the
threat of its disturbance is something that must be prevented, and
disequilibrium is something that must be remedied by a reifurn to
what prevailed before. Relationships among nations are discuss.ed
on this basis, unless the situation is drastically changed by physical
force, as in the Middle East in 1967, or Bangladesh in 1971.

The assumption of the territorial rights of peoples baseid on the
present distribution of land among them is so embedded in tpe .cc:rn-
temporary mind, especially in Western countries, that there 1s 11ttle:
questioning of its justice and of the way it arose. Or perhaps there 18
a deep visceral awareness among dominant peoples that the gresent
world system, from which they profit, was bmught- about unjustly
by their forebears—and they prefer that it not be discussed. Because
of an unarticulated guilt feeling and continued desire not to change
the situation, these issues are not placed on the agenda for world
discussion. This is a profound cultural conditioning that prevents
world problems from being situated in their larger historical and
geographical context.

Due to the enormous influence of the Western nations on the
thinking of almost all the peoples of the world today, there h.as‘been
a tendency to see history from the Western point of view. This i1s one
factor in the cultural impact of power. The world system built up by
the Western nations is given implicit approval. It is taken for
granted that they have ‘‘developed’’ the world, and that the poor
countries are ‘‘on the road to’’ development. *

Language itself communicates this value pattern. Thje tE:ChIlDlD.gl-
cally advanced nations are considered ° ‘civilized.’’ Their e;mnmmw
system is supposed to bring about ““fair play’’ through the fnstru-
mentality of marketing (guided by the invisible hand of a l'u‘nu::ll}r
Providence, or by the ‘‘magic of the marketplace,’” as President
Reagan once eulogized it). Their political forms are regarderil as the
highest such achievement of humanity. Their military expl?lts a:re:
extolled as extending the frontiers of human progress. Their religion
is proposed as the highest form of human communion with }he.
divine. Their culture is implicitly glorified as a supreme realization
of human evolution.

All these biases contain an element of truth. Western peoples have
undoubtedly contributed to the advancement of humanity in th.e
past five centuries. Yet the normal assessment that is prevalent in
Western and Western-oriented circles does not do justice to the real
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historical situation. It neglects the contributions of other peoples
and their alternative possibilities, as Japan and China have demon-
strated. It likewise neglects the large-scale damage done to countries
by the imposition of a foreign dominance, and the damage done to
the whole earth by the waste and misuse of its resources.

ORIGINS OF THE PRESENT WORLD SYSTEM

The present world order is mainly a result of the territorial and
economic expansion of European peoples to other parts of the
earth. From the point of view of the West, the past five hundred
years were a period of great expansion and growth. For others, they
were centuries of defeat, pillage, colonization, exploitation, and
marginalization, in diverse forms.

The expansion of Europe in those centuries resulted in the Euro-
pean occupation of most of the habitable land of the earth. West
Europeans occupied North, Central, and South America, Australia,
New Zealand, and parts of Africa. They made colonies of the whole
of Asia except China, Japan, and Thailand. The Russians, an East
European people, expanded their empire to the Pacific and the
borders of China. With superior technology, military forces, and

economic power in their hands, they built the present world order to
their own great advantage. They put in place economic, political,
social, cultural, and religious structures and values to suit their
domination over the rest of the world.

It 1s too easily forgotten that the Western colonial powers came to
Asian countries because they had many riches that the more power-
ful Europeans wanted. This was also true of America and Africa. I
would not say that the Asian peoples of the sixteenth century were
underdeveloped, or that—even relatively—there was as much of a

gap as there is now between them and the Western powers. Their
technology was less advanced, and they were defeated militarily.

The result of the Western dominance over Asia was to disrupt
the economic life of Asian peoples and make them dependent on
their colonizers. The textile trade of India and its dissolution by the
British in favor of their own industries is a classic example of the
creation of dependence by imperial rulers. The Asian countries
had traditionally been self-reliant and self-sufficient, though at
a low level of subsistence. During centuries of colonial domination

the colonizers raised the economic level of a collaborating small
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local elite while impoverishing the masses. They rendered the col-
onies economically dependent on the ‘“mother country’’ for indus-
trial goods in return for primary products in which the colonies had
to specialize.

Due to the type of military, political, and economic dominance
that the Western powers exercised over the rest of the world, the
poorer countries actually gave economic aid to the colonial
powers—Spain, Portugal, Britain, France, Holland, Germany,
Belgium, the United States, and Russia—over a period of three to
four centuries. This extorted aid assisted the Euro-American nations
in building up their worldwide economic network.

Underdevelopment of Third World nations was a European crea-

tion:

Europe, beginning with Columbus, did not go out and find
““‘underdeveloped’’ countries; she created them. For example,
the system of ‘‘mono-cultural production’’ (a one crop or
mineral export economy), described by certain experts as the
source of backwardness in the Third World, 1s not a system
that dropped from heaven. It was brought and imposed by the
Europeans on all their colonies in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America.

The sugar plant was brought by Columbus to the West
Indies. Soon millions of slaves were brought from Africa to
work the sugar plantations and cut the immensely profitable
cane. Rubber was taken from Brazil to Southeast Asia, where
Indians and Chinese provided cheap labor. Peanuts were
brought from Brazil to West Africa and coffee from Arabia to
Central and South America. The best lands, originally provid-
ing healthy diets for their inhabitants, were expropriated to
produce cash crops for the European market. Malnutrition
and starvation have been the lot of native peoples ever since.
A particularly notorious example of this was the northeast of
Brazil, originally one of the most fertile regions of South
America. It was completely ruined by the ruthless exploitation
of its soil by the Dutch and Portuguese sugar plantations of
the seventeenth century.

Even in the area of manufacturing, it was the East which
first provided finished goods for the more primitive economy
of Europe. India in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
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had a large textile industry based on cottage-type organiza-
tion. With the development of cottonopolis in Manchester,
and the need to export its production, English political
domination resulted in the deindustrialization of India. Be-
tween 1815 and 1832 cotton exports from India fell 13 times.
British imports to India increased 16 times. The maiming of
the hands of thousands of Bengal weavers by British soldiers
1s an apt symbol of the whole process.

From the conquest and the pillage of Mexico and Peru by
the Spaniards, sacking of Indonesia by the Portuguese and the
Dutch, and the exploitation of India by the British, the early
history of capitalist development is an unbroken record of the
international exploitation and consequent concentration of
wealth in Western Europe [Eugene Toland, Thomas Fenton,
and Lawrence McCulloch, ‘“World Justice and Peace: A
Radical Analysis for American Christians’’ in Thomas P.
Fenton, ed., Education for Justice: A Resource Manual
(Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1975), pp. 102-3, 101].

These instances give an idea of the inhuman methods used by
Euro-American powers to build the present world system. There are
many books on history, economics, and even Christian missionary
activity that hardly speak of such methods. Many generations of
Westerners have been brought up to believe that their countries
played a civilizing role in Asia, Africa, and the Americas. This is
part of the Euro-American worldview. It overlooks the massive
damage done to those countries during centuries of pillage, intrigue,
exploitation, and overall military, political, economic, cultural, and
religious domination. It may even seem brutal and ghoulish to re-
mind ourselves of this. But it is necessary to do so because the pre-
vailing world system cannot be understood in depth if this long

history of the rape of the rest of the world by European peoples is
ignored.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WORLD SYSTEM

Distribution of Land to Population

If the nation-state is the basic political structure of the world
System, the control over a defined geographical territory gives the
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nation-state its first title to the resources it can use for its own pur-
poses.

The ratio of land to population is, from country to country
around the world, anything but uniform. When its population was
increasing rapidly between 1500 and 1900, the West appropriated to
itself most of the vast open spaces of the earth and built a world
system aimed at perpetuating them for the Euro-American peoples.

Table 1
Worldwide Distribution of Land to Population
[Land Population®

(1,000 km?) % of world (millions) % of world
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The distribution of land is heavily weighted in favor of the white
segment of the world population because whites were principally the
ones who set the present national frontiers of the world. In that
sense we can say that we have a white-racist world system. Today
whites, who comprise about 34 percent of the world’s population,
control 57 percent of the land surface of the earth.

This grave primary imbalance can be illustrated by the following.
The growing populations of India, China, and Japan have no room
for expansion. With about 1.7 billion citizens they comprise 40
percent of the human race and yet are confined to 10 percent of the
earth’s surface. On the other hand, Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand, with 41 million or 1 percent of the world population

White-controlled

areas

Europe 4,929 3.632 523.6 12.4
U.S.S.R. 22.403 16.508 261.2 6.2
U.S.A. 9,363 6.899 218.4 5.2
Canada 9,976 7.351 23.6 6
Latin America 20,553 15.146 347.2 8.2
Australia 7,687 5.664 14.4 3
New Zealand 269 198 3.2 %
South Africa 2,045 1.507 27.7 27
Israel 21 015 3.7 i1
Total 77,245 56.925 1,423.0 33.8
Asian areas

China 9,561 7.045 014.1 21.7
Southeast Asia® 1,718 1.276 161.3 3.8
India 3,268 2.408 643.9 15.3
Japan 370 272 114.0 2.7
Indonesia 1,492 1.099 136.0 3.2
Other® 11,113 §.197 394.5 9.4
Total 27,522 20.297 2,363.9 56.1
Africa (less S. Africa) 28,179 20.764 422.5 10.0
Oceania (less

New Zealand,

Indonesia) 27151 2.014 4.7 I |
Total 30,930 22.778 427.2 10.1
World total 135,697 100 4,214.1 100

Notes: (a) As of mid-1978. (b) Countries included: Vietnam, Philippines,

Thailand, Malaysia, Laos, Singapore, Brunei. (¢) Does not include figures for

Kampuchea (Cambodia).

Source: World Bank Atlas, 1979.

among them, control 13 percent of the earth’s land.

The population in these three countries, by comparison, is Zrow-
ing slowly in spite of immigration. Brazil is only slightly smaller
than China, but has 100 million persons compared to China’s 900
million; Bolivia is three times the size of Japan but has 5 million
persons compared to Japan’s 115 million.

Bangladesh has a population twenty-five times that of New
Zealand on half the land area. Bangladesh has twice the population
of New Zealand, Australia, and Canada combined and 1/125 of
their land surface. Australia, Canada, and New Zealand have 6.9
million square miles for 41 million persons. Yet it is doubtful
whether even ten Bengalis were admitted to these three countries in
1971 when 10 million of them were displaced.

The U.S.S.R. has 16 percent of the world’s land for 6.6 percent of
the world population. The U.S.S.R. has more land than do India,
China, Japan, Indonesia, and the rest of Southeast Asia
combined—and they make up 47 percent of the world population.

The rural areas of the Asian portion of the U.S.S.R. are very
sparsely populated.

World Population Growth

' This imbalance of population to land and the immigration pol-
Icies of the underpopulated countries are among the most pernicious
obstacles to human development and justice in the distribution of
the world’s resources. Even making allowance for the Australian

desert and the Arctic north, the imbalance is very great. With the
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exception of a few technicians of high caliber and some workers,
Asians are denied the right to migrate to any of the vast open spaces.
All the underpopulated countries—such as the U.S.A., the
U.S.S.R., Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Australia, and New
Zealand—have immigration laws that discriminate against Asians.
Some lands that are rather unsuitable for human habitation, such as
the Saudi Arabian desert or Siberia, have vast mineral reserves that
are utilized for the benefit of a very sparse population.

Table 2
Populations and Average Annual Growth Rates by
Regions, 1750 to 1980

Population* Population Population
1750 Growth® 1800 Growth 1850 Growth
World 791 4 978 5 1,262 5
Africa 106 -0- 107 1 111 4
Latin America 16 .8 24 .9 38 1.3
North America 2 25 7 2.6 26 2.3
Asia (less U.S.S.R.) 498 5 630 5 801 3
Europe 125 4 152 6 208 R
U.S.S.R. 42 .6 56 .6 76 1.1
Oceania 2 -()- 2 -()- 2 2.2
Population Population Population

1900 Growth 1950 Growth 1980
World 1,650 .8 2,513 1.9 4,415
Africa 133 1.0 219 2.5 469
[Latin America 74 1.6 164 2.7 369
North America 82 1.4 166 1.3 246
Asia (less U.S.5.R.) 925 .8 1,379 2.1 2,558
Europe 296 .6 392 A 483
U.S.S.R. 134 .6 180 1.3 267
Oceania 6 1.5 13 2.0 23

Notes: (a) In millions. (b) Exponential growth rates, annual average for the
50-year period between the two successive dates.

Sources: John Durand, ‘““The Modern Expansion of World Population,”
Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society,3/3 (June 1967) 137. Data for
1950 and 1980 are taken from: Selected World Demographic Indicators by
Countries 1950-2000 (New York: United Nations, 1979).

On the other hand, Australia pays whites to emigrate to 1its
sparsely populated landmass. Those born of white parents have
. almost the entire underinhabited world open to them in which to

settle down and reproduce their kind.
With time, the maldistribution of population to land (and there-
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Table 3
Gap between Rich and Poor Countries
in Terms of GNP (1978)
- Population GNP
(millions) % of world ($ billion) % of world
Developed countries
Market
economies
L.S.A. 218.4 d.2 2,117.9 24.2
Canada 23.6 .6 216.1 2.5
Western Europe 391.6 9.3 2,319.8 26.7
Japan 114.0 2.7 836.2 9.6
Others® 49 .2 }. 185.3 2.1
796.7 18.9 5,675.3 65.1
Centrally
planned
economies
U.S.S.R. 261.2 6.2 965.5 11.1
Eastern Europe 132.0 3.1 452.9 5.2
393.2 9.3 1,418.4 16.3
Total 1,189.9 28.2 7,093.7 81.4
Underdeveloped
countries
Market
economies
Af{'icah 422.5 10.0 191.0 2.2
Am? 1,261.6 29.9 500.3 5.7
Latin Anierica 337.6 8.0 4742 5.4
Oceania“ 4.7 N 5.3 '1
2,045.0 48.1 1,170.8 13.4
Centrally
planned
economies
China 014.1 21.7 42
Other Asian® 74.1 1.8 Zgg 4?
Cuba 9.6 2 7.9 1
997.8 23.7 455.7 5.2
Total 3,024.2 71.8 1,626.5 18.6
World total 4.214.1 100 8,720.2 100

Notes: (a) Australia, New Zealand, Israel, S. Africa. (b) Less S. Africa. (c) Less

Auﬂtraliia, New Zealand, and Indonesia. (d) Vietnam, N. Korea, Laos, and
Mongolia; no data available for Kampuchea.

Source: World Bank Atlas, 1979.
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fore to resources) 1s steadily worsening due to the increase in popu-
lation in Asia. The population pressure in southern Asia is likely to
cause more catastrophes and emergencies such as famines in Bihar
and war 1n Bangladesh, unless the world finds rapid and radical
solutions for it.

Hardly any international body that deals with the problems of
world development considers this aspect of the question seriously.
Development and underdevelopment are regarded merely in terms
of gross national product (GNP) or industrialization. Only the fac-
tors of population, capital, and productivity are considered as varia-
bles. The present distribution of land is taken as an untouchable
absolute.

This concept of development suits the big landowners of the
world, who want to preserve the status quo. Even the United Na-
tions has a history of being oriented to the status quo when it comes
to maintaining the present territorial boundaries of nations.

Boundaries and laws defended by armed forces prevent idle land
and untapped resources from being made available to hungry and
unemployed millions. Development planning and discussion is vi-
tiated by this bias in favor of the status quo. The present territorial
structure of the world is basically unjust because it subordinates the
human rights of many to the privileges of a few.

World Apartheid

There 1s almost universal disapproval of the policy of apartheid—
separation of the races—followed by South Africa. Few stop to
think, however, that the whole world system is based on a sort of
apartheid. Each nation-state is confined to its present territorial
limits and expected to develop within them. The different racial
groupings of the one human race are allotted separate ‘‘preserves’’
in which they have to live. The yellow peoples have China, Japan,
and the adjacent lands. The blacks have Africa. The brown peoples
are allotted India, Pakistan, and Southeast Asia. The Arabs have
North Africa and the Middle East. The rest of the world—Europe,
North, Central and South America, Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa and the U.S.S.R.—is largely reserved for whites. When
black, yellow, and brown peoples have been free to migrate, it has
generally been as slaves or as cheap labor for whites—for example,
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blacks in the Americas; Indians in Malaysia, Sri Lanka, and the
West Indies; Koreans in Japan.

The resources and wealth of the Soviet Union and its East-bloc
satellites are not evenly distributed among its many peoples and
regions. Russia uses its own and their enormous resources for its
own benefit and for the maintenance of its superpower status—with
space flights and nuclear arms.

It 15 a striking fact that Marxists, who lay primary emphasis on
the class nature of exploitation, hardly ever give much attention to
this racist aspect of the world system, wherein exploiting racial
classes dominate exploited racial classes. Within nations, classes
tend to be the dominant units of social evolution. But among na-
tions, race too has a profound impact, in spite of the international
linkup of capitalist classes.

The division of the world by the Western powers has meant the
availability of many more resources for them. The gold and
diamonds of South Africa and the mineral harvest of Namibia are
sent off to Western countries; the gold, diamonds, and other riches
of Siberia benefit the Soviet Union.

Looking at the territorial structure of the world system, the |
ideological systems of capitalism and communism do not seem to be |
fundamentally opposed to each other. The land-rich capitalist coun- |
tries are coming to terms with the land-rich socialist countries. The
political détente between the capitalist and the communist super-
powers 1s a corollary to their privileged position. That a socialist
country can be in a privileged position internationally is a very im-
portant factor for the understanding of political forces in the world.
The Marxist analysis based on class as the determinant of history
seems inadequate inasmuch as it neglects the possibility that a
working-class state could have a privileged position in the world.
The 100 million cattle of the U.S.S.R. have today a much better
chance of being fed during a situation of world food shortage than
do the 75 million human beings in Bangladesh. Canada, Australia,
and the U.S.A. will readily sell their grain surpluses to the U.S.S.R.,
which can pay higher prices than the poorer countries can. This
happened during the food crisis of 1972.

As long as the nation-states maintain their present boundaries, it
is unlikely that a just world order can be realized. In fact, the grow- |
ing pressures on the land in the poor countries are likely to lead to |
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phenomenal political explosions that could ultimately overthrow
world territorial structures. We are perhaps at a stage in world his-
tory, as in the fourth and fifth, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries,
when there will be mass population movements across countries and
continents.

Table 4
Population and Percentage Distribution
by Age Groups, 1960, 1980, and 2000

(Projection: medium variant)
Total 0-14 15-29 30-44 45-64 65 & Over
(millions) (millions) (%) (millions) (%) (millions) (%) (millions) (%) (millions) (%)

World 1960 3026.5 1121.8 37.0 740.6 24.5 5443 18.0 462.0 153 [57.8 52
1980 4415.0 1546.0 35.0 1206.4 27.3 759.3 17.2 6458 14.7 257.5 5.8
2000 6199.4  1957.8 31.6 1602.7 25.8 1265.0 20.4 978.0 158 3959 6.4

More 1960 9449 269.9 28.6 213.2 22.6 186.3 19.7 195.2 20.6 80.3 8.5
developed 1980 1130.7 260.2 23.0 2814 249 2258 20.0 2347 20.7 1286 11.4
regions? 2000 1272.3 273.8 21.5 261.2 20. 276.0 21.7 294.1 23.1 167.2 13.

Less 1960 2081.6 851.9 40.9 5274 254 358.0 17.2 266.8 128 775 3.7
developed 1980 3284.3  1285.8 39.2 925.0 28.2 533.5 16.2 411.1 125 1289 3.9
regIons 2000 4927.1  1684.0 34.2 1341.5 27.2 989.0 20.1 683.9 13.9 2287 4.6

Note: (a) North America, Europe, U.S.S.R., Australia, New Zealand, Japan.

Source: Age-Sex Composition of Population by Countries (New York: United Nations, 1979).

Inequities in the relationships of population to land will worsen in
the coming decades, because the populations of the affluent coun-
tries are not growing at all, or not so rapidly as in the countries of
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Secondly, the white peoples or
““more developed regions’’ have an aging population. According to
UN projections, the ““more developed’’ countries, including Japan,
will have 13.2 percent of their population over 64 years of age and
only 21.5 percent below 15 years. On the other hand the ““less devel-
oped regions’’ will have only 4.6 percent above 64 years and 34.2
percent below 15 years.

Due to population increases in the poorer countries, there is less
land available for the agricultural population—in spite of an in-
crease in the total area under cultivation. On the other hand in the
“‘developed regions’’ the decline in the agricultural population has
led to an even more favorable land/worker ratio. In 1976 North
America had 232 million hectares of agricultural land and a land/
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worker ratio of 78.4 to 1. Whereas Asia and the Pacific, of the un-
derdeveloped market economies, had 266 million hectares and a
land/worker ratio of .98 to 1. The situation was worse in the Asian
centrally planned economies, including China, with 141 million
hectares of agricultural land and a land/worker ratio of .51 to 1.

Table 5
Agricultural Land Area and Corresponding Land/
Worker and Rural Population Ratios, 1970 and 1976

Agricultural land® Agricultural land/ Agricultural land/

(millions of hectares) worker ratio” rural population ratio
1970 1976 1970 1976 1970 1976

Developed regions

North America 234.0 232.0 59.97 74.83 25.23 32.96

Western Europe 99.9 96.1 4.42 5.09 1.80 2.10

Oceania 44.3 46.0 79.40 89 .88 32.97 g

Eastern Europe &

U.5.8.R. 279.5 278.5 5.66 6.48 3.32 6.48
Underdeveloped regions

Africa 176.5 182.0 2.04 1.96 85 79

Latin America 133.0 143.6 3.71 3.79 1.16 .18

Western Asia 78.5 81.1 2.42 2.36 81 7

Eastern Asia & Pacific 256.1 266.3 1.01 98 .35 37

Asian centrally planned

economies 136.6 141.3 51 52 24 24

Motes: (a) Arable land and land under permanent crops. (b) Ratio of land area to agricultural work

force.
Source: World Population Trends and Policies, 1979 Report (New York: United Nations, 1980).

This basic and growing inequality in agricultural land must be
taken seriously by the “‘international community’’ (if there be such
an entity) for it is one of the main causes of hunger and malnutrition
in the world. These figures of course hide the hundreds of thousands
of acres owned by Western and Japanese multinational corpora-
tions in the poor countries.

The world cannot postpone this problem for long. Peoples
without land and food are likely to reach out toward uninhabited or
sparsely inhabited lands. This has been the broad historical trend
over the centuries.

Since the end of World War II there have been significant politi-
cal changes, such as the Chinese and Vietnamese revolutions, the
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independence of former colonies, the expansion of Soviet power
into Eastern Europe, the formation of economic and political blocs
such as the EEC and ASEAN. However, the main political frontiers
remain substantially the same as they were when carved out by the
European colonial enterprise. The political balance of power has
shifted from European nations to the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R.,
with Western Europe, China, Japan, and India being other major
forces on the international scene.

It is noteworthy that the poorer, exploited peoples of the world
have always had to struggle long and hard against the European
powers and the U.S.A. for any advance in their political or
economic freedom from the West. At each stage the major powers
have been opposed to freedom and liberation movements. Where
the U.S.A. supported a liberation struggle, as against Spain in the
Philippines and Latin America, it was only when the liberating
forces were on the verge of victory.

Many peoples have had to face the economic, political, and mili-
tary interventions of the U.S.A. and Western Europe. The young
Soviet Union faced it soon after the 1917 revolution; the Chinese
prior to 1948. The African freedom movements had the power of
the West against them. They were considered rebels—guerrillas and
terrorists—until they won their struggles in country after country, as
in Ghana, Kenya, Angola, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe. U.S.
interventions in South and Central America have been numerous.
Vietnam is now a classic example of U.S. support for reactionary
Third World regimes. Iran and Ethiopia have further demonstrated
how the U.S.A. has supported repressive and exploitive rulers. The
Soviets have done likewise in Afghanistan and Poland.

The world has no effective political means of settling issues of
international justice and freedom in a peaceful manner. The main
obstacle is that posed by the beneficiaries of the status quo, the
Western powers and the Soviet Union, They maintain the world
political system set up by them during previous centuries. This is the
basic challenge to world justice in the political sphere. Unfortu-
nately, it is not recognized as such by the vast majority of Euro-
peans and North Americans, be they capitalistic or socialistic. The
weaker Third World countries can do little about this, in spite of
such alliances as the Non-Aligned Conference and the Group of 77.

The contracting world economy, the growing economic exploita-
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tion of the poor, along with the absence of any major political
changes in the world system in favor of the poor is leading to height-
ened tensions almost everywhere. In the countries of the Third
World military dictatorship is more and more the norm. Most of
[.atin America, Africa, and southern Asia have such regimes. ‘‘De-
mocracy’’ there is often a manipulated process of rigged elections
and controlled public opinion. The local elites of poor countries and
the world superpowers do not allow the poor countries to work out
an economy to the benefit of the masses.

The socialist countries have attempted to escape the web of con-
trol of the rich capitalist Western powers. The Soviet Union, what-
ever its other deficiencies, has generally helped the struggling poor
countries against capitalist domination. This may be in the Soviet
Union’s self-interest. All the same, these countries have demon-
strated that a socialist economy is a viable economic proposition
and have helped other countries opting for such a course.

Socialist regimes have, however, their own different approaches
and even conflicts. China adopted a more Asian and participative
approach to economic reorganization under Mao Tse-tung. Prob-
lems between socialist powers, such as the Sino-Soviet and the
Chinese-Vietnamese conflicts, and the problems in Eastern Europe,
especially Poland, show that the adoption of a socialist regime or
economic model is not by itself a final solution to the basic human
dilemmas of our time. The reconciliation of the exigencies of
economic development, technological modernization, social justice,
freedom, and popular participation in economic and political life
are not easy or settled once and for all in any given society. The
massive upsurge of workers under the banner of Solidarity in Po-
land also points a way toward mass economic and political action
where injustice is rampant due to corruption and false priorities in
socialistic planning. All the same the socialist economies have on the
whole met their peoples’ basic needs for food and other essentials in
a more egalitarian manner.

WORLD ECONOMIC STRUCTURES

The structure of the global economy is based on the distribution
of land and natural resources among the peoples of the world, the
accumulation of capital, skills developed by diverse peoples, trade
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relationships among nations, and the use to which all of these are
put by the decision-making officials or agencies in the world.

The original inequity in land is further strengthened by the dispro-

portionate relationships in incomes, capital, technology, trade,
business organization, and the use of resources. During the past five
centuries, the world system has grown in such a way that there are
financial and economic centers served by peripheral groups of na-
tions. These economic centers or metropolises are the U.S.A.., West-
ern BEurope, the U.S.S.R., Japan, and now the newly rich oil-
producing countries.

The world economy is so organized that the principal benefits of
economic activity are derived by the metropolitan countries, and
within them by the rich entrepreneurs and owners of capital. Those
at the periphery work hard but share little of the fruits of their la-
bor.

Likewise, there is a widespread system of domination of poorer
economies by richer ones. This is a continuation of the economic
aspects ot colonization even after colonies have become politically
independent. The domination is many-sided. It relates to factors
such as ownership of capital, type of goods produced, the tech-
nology in use, and the international monetary system.

The economies of the poor countries have been fashioned to fit
into the needs of the rich ones. Capital has been accumulated by
wealthy individuals, families, companies, and countries by centuries
of hard work, business acumen, technological superiority, and
large-scale exploitation and pillage. Today vast decision-making
powers are concentrated in powerful multinational corporations
and government agencies, including those of socialist countries.

The world economic system is built on the basis of profit maximi-
zation. Here the worst evils of the capitalist systemhave almost free
rein: there are few checks on the use of economic power to one’s
own advantage. Changes in the price of crude oil show how power
ultimately determines economic variables. In their quasi monopoly,
the oil-rich countries can set prices and profits. The big oil-refining
companies, too, were able to make high profits in spite of the in-
crease 1n all oil prices by producers.

At the apex of this capitalist world order is the U.S.A., control-
ling about a third of world productivity. Within the U.S.A. a few
multinational corporations dominate the economy. These corpora-
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tions in turn are controlled by a few multimillionaire families with
interlocking relationships among themselves. The Rockefellers,
Mellons, Du Ponts, and Fords, along with similar enterprises and
families in Western Europe, the U.S.S.R., and Japan, dominate the
world economy. Poor Americans, Europeans, Russians, and Japa-
nese are also exploited by these firms and families. However, they
reap a larger share of world productivity as a reward for their par-
ticipation in the exploitation of the rest of the world. They so far
have shown little sympathy for the more exploited peoples of Asian,
African, and Latin American countries.

The maintenance of a global status quo is the highest priority of
these powers. For this they use agencies such as the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the General Agreement on
Trade and Tariffs (GATT). Recently the oil-rich states have joined
other nations in global power. But the poorer classes of these coun-
tries, such as Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Iran, are meted out only a
miniscule percentage of this new wealth.

When Asian and African colonies became politically indepen-
dent, their economic relationships with the exploiting countries were
not substantially changed, except where there were Marxist-led
revolutionary takeovers, as in China, North Korea, and North Viet-
nam. The advantage to the colonizers in ‘‘granting’’ political inde-
pendence without waiting for a total revolution was that they could
transfer power to a collaborating local elite who would maintain the
capitalist economic system. Thus the advantages of the colonial
system continued to accrue to the colonizers.

In the old colonial system the colony supplied the raw materials
for the industries of the exploiting country, which manufactured
finished products from them. The terms of trade were consistently
to the disadvantage of the colonies. Technology developed in the
colonizing country, whereas the earlier skills of manufacture were
neglected and gradually exterminated in the colonized country. The
metropolitan center grew at the expense of the peripheral colonies.

In India, for instance, the British policy of deindustrializing the
colonies changed the percentage of the population dependent on
agriculture from 60 percent in 1893 to 84 percent in 1947. The pres-
sure on the land reduced its output per person and increased the
indebtedness of small farmers to wealthy landlords and money-
lenders.
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The lands of a colonized people were taken by foreign companies
for plantations of rubber, tea, coffee, sugar, and the like. Foreign
companies took over the marketing, processing, insurance, ship-
ping, banking, and sales operations for these primary products.
Foreign companies also established themselves as either producers
of consumer goods or as wholesale agents for imports from the
metropolitan country. Local production of consumer goods
dwindled in good measure in favor of imports. Thus the population
was reduced to primary agricultural work on plantations and cleri-
cal and administrative work for the rulers. Even the production of
basic food commodities was neglected unless it helped the ex-
ploiters.

During the past three decades—since ‘“independence’’ of the
former colonies—the system of domination has built up new modes
of continuing and even strengthening exploitation. Due to the de-
pendence of the former colonies on markets for their products, they
have not been able to liberate themselves from their economic
stranglehold. This is particularly true of small countries. When they
have tried to take over the land possessed by foreign companies or
by foreign banks and insurance companies, there has been retalia-
tion in various forms. For fear of reprisals, governments of depend-
ent countries are forced to respect the dominant position of foreign
economic interests.

Governments that welcomed further foreign investments have
been supported by the Western powers. This foreign investment has
led to some economic development, as in Malaysia and Singapore,
but it has also increased the dependence on foreign companies. They
extort tax exemptions, restrict trade-union rights, keep wages low,
and in general influence government policies in their favor. Bank-
ing, insurance, shipping, and even aspects of distribution are still in
the hands of foreign companies.

MECHANISMS OF ECONOMIC DOMINATION
Aid and Trade

What is called “‘aid’’ to underdeveloped countries has been
another means of increasing their dependence and tying the poor
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countries to the economies of the rich ones. Aid is generally in the
form of loans for buying equipment or raw materials and consumer
goods from the aiding country, or to pay for technicians, who gen-
erally give advice on how the developing countries can fit into the
developed countries’ economic system. Such ‘‘aid’’ generally be-
comes a burden to recipient countries. The proportion of the poor
countries’ export earnings required to pay off aid debts has also
been rising and has now reached critical levels in some countries.

The effects of this system have been disastrous for the poor coun-
tries. They have had to produce more and more in order to earn less
and less. In 1960 Malaysia exchanged four tons of rubber for one
jeep; In 1970 it cost ten tons. The transfer of real resources from the
poor nations to the rich has more than outweighed the total aid
given by the West.

Multinational Corporations

Today some of the major agents of economic exploitation are the
giant multinational corporations (MNCs) that have their headquar-
ters in the rich countries, especially North America and Europe. The
MNC:s have vast financial and technological power that enables
them to draw on the advantages of the worldwide interdependence
of economies. Their presence in the poor countries tends to
marginalize the rural populations. Agriculture itself is made depen-
dent on their requirements. Capital flows tend to be from the poor
to the rich countries. The MNCs help create unemployment and
economic dependence in the poor countries. They manipulate the
prices of goods on world markets.

The International Monetary System

The international monetary system also works in favor of the rich
countries, especially the United States. During the 1950s and ’60s,
when the U.S. dollar was accepted as an international currency, the
United States was able to earn nearly $3 billion annually and obtain
real resources from other countries in return for its paper money.
This was one of the highest forms of aid from the rest of the world
to the United States.
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THE WORLD ECONOMIC STRUCTURE IN CRISIS

Since the mid-1970s the world economic structure has been in
severe crisis. Among the symptoms are acute food shortages: the
monetary crisis; the energy crisis; massive unemployment even in
the developed capitalist countries; the growing income, wealth, and
technological gaps between the affluent and the poor: the pollution
of the environment; the depletion of certain nonrenewable natural
resources.

The world faces a crisis that is endemic to the capitalist system -
itself. For the international economic system is based on the capital-
ist principle of profit maximization. Even the socialist regimes in the
U.S.S.R., China, Eastern Europe, and elsewhere generally operate,
in international economic affairs, within the capitalistic world
market.

The modern world economic system has been built on the basis
that might is right, that profits can be maximized regardless of the
effects on others, that productivity is for profit rather than needs,
that persons can do what they want with the resources of nature for
their own advantage, and, ultimately, that ethical norms have no
role in economic activity.

Organization of the world economy based on such principles is
bound to bring about injustice and suffering to the poor, the weak,
and the marginalized. Over the centuries the worst of these evils
have been partly kept in check within nation-states by social reforms
and particularly the establishment of socialist regimes. The Keynes-
ian recommendation that public authorities determine demand by
appropriate fiscal and budgetary policies, such as public expendi-
ture during periods of low economic activity, was able to ensure
almost full employment in the developed countries during the 1940s,
’50s, and ’60s.

However, in the international sphere there have been no effective
mitigating forces to check the economic exploitation of poorer peo-
ples and countries. Instead there has been an unending transfer of
resources and wealth from the poor to the rich countries.

With the world now so economically interlinked, an economic
recession in the rich countries has to be met by creating a demand
for their commodities in the world markets. But the poor peoples
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and countries, due to their lack of purchasing power, are unable to
buy even the food they need. The world inflationary trends and their
own economic problems compel them to reduce their imports.

To remedy this, there would have to be a massive transfer of
funds to the poor countries for the creation of an effective demand
among them for the goods produced by the farms and industries of
the developed countries. But this is precisely what the rich world has
not done and is unwilling to do. The total aid given after World War
[I was less than 1 percent of the GNP of the rich countries. This,
too, was often in terms of loans or payment for military equipment
and infrastructures.

No solution is yet in sight for the grave problem of mass unem-
ployment in the advanced capitalistic countries. The contradictions
between enormous production capacity and mass unemployment,
uncultivated lands and large-scale world malnutrition, the search
for security and unprecedented phenomenal expenditure on arma-
ments are so blatant that many think that humanity is on its way to
inevitable planetary catastrophe. The poor countries are so exasper-
ated at the callousness of the rich, especially the United States and
Britain, that there is hardly any hope in international negotiations.
Within the rich countries themselves the policy of cutting subsidies
for the poor and favoring the rich in the hope of increasing invest-
ment and employment—as presently followed in Britain and the
United States—is leading to grave social discontent and disloca-
tions.

That there are unlimited resources has always been an assumption
of capitalist economies. But the growth of population and, even
more, the rate of resource consumption in rich countries are strain-
ing these resources—which are not unlimited.

This very situation shows that healthy and sustained economic
development cannot take place in the world as a whole if the distri-
bution of the fruits of economic growth continues to be neglected.
Unshared affluence will make it impossible for the capitalist system
to maintain a self-sustaining, long-term growth process in the capi-
talist world—Ilet alone in the whole world:

A unit of population today in the developed world consists of
a human being wrapped in tons of steel, copper, aluminum,
lead, tin, zinc, and plastics, each day gobbling up sixty pounds
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of raw steel and many pounds of other minerals. Far from
getting these things in his homeland, he ranges abroad much
as a hunter and more often than not in the poorer countries.
His energy need instead of being equivalent to a single 100-
watt lamp is equivalent to ten 1,000-watt radiators contin-
uously burning. According to a U.S. Senate report, the
American people consumed, in the decade 1958-1968, more
of the resources of the world than all the people of the earth
consumed in all previous history. If all the peoples of the
world were to consume resources at the American rate they
would use up in six years all the known petroleum reserves.
Their annual consumption of iron, copper, sulphur, timber,
and water would exceed the present available store of these
resources. Of the 100 minerals most important to U.S. in-
dustry, 1t possesses within its borders adequate supplies of
only twelve [Ecumenical Review (Geneva: World Council of
Churches), Jan. 1973, pp. 29-30].

Definite limits must be placed on the global expenditure of natu-
ral resources, taking into account the present level of technology.
This requires a rational planning and a world authority capable of
dealing effectively with such issues.

There has been hardly any serious effort toward significant
change in the fundamental economic relationships or the political
map of the world. The most favorable recommendations of the
United Nations are for the transfer of resources, the cancellation or
rescheduling of debts, the creation of international liquidity to help
poor countries, and the moral support for exploited countries in
their efforts to regain control over their resources.

But the world system, which is unjust in its whole orientation and
division of land and resources, will not be changed by such piece-
meal efforts. They are only palliatives within a worsening overall
framework. Immigration laws are, if anything, being tightened
against the poor countries. The terms of trade are worsening. Popu-
lation pressures are growing in the poor countries. Imperialism of
the neocolonial type i1s becoming more voracious, more sophisti-
cated, more impervious to analysis, and hence more difficult to
combat.

How long can such a world order be maintained militarily and
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through the exercise of national sovereignty of individual states
against the just demands of their peoples? What are the means, if
any, for the liberation of peoples through political measures? Can
the political power of the masses overcome or control the economic,
legal, and military power of the national elites and world super-
powers?

GLOBAL CULTURAL DOMINATION

The world system is maintained not only by control over wealth
and the use of political and military power, but also by influencing
the mentalities, values, and habits of persons everywhere. Thereis a
kind of cultural ambience into which citizens are fitted in different
societies. In capitalist countries, this cultural setting legitimizes the
exploitation of the weak by the strong. In the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe there is likewise a strong cultural conditioning that
justifies their socialist societies and their present coming to terms
with the capitalist world system. Mao’s China had another pattern
of cultural orientation that was more revolutionary and encouraged
self-criticism. This has now been changed in favor of a more accom-
modating approach toward the West as part of the price to be paid
for China’s modernization and desire to catch up with the rich capi-
talist powers.

Today, cultural domination is exercised by many means: mass-
media communication, the educational system, the official ideolo-
gies of governments and political parties, the religious and social
customs and values of peoples. Through these the dominated are
made to accept and internalize the values, attitudes, and priorities of
dominant groups, and to accept the roles assigned to them by the
more powerful. During the long centuries of colonial domination,
Western rulers used cultural means such as education, social values,
the legal system, and religion to subordinate the minds of the col-
onized peoples.

The Legal System, the Mass Media, the Schools

The Western powers changed the system of law, especially con-
cerning property, in order to favor their economic activities. In
precolonial times, property was held as a collective trust in almost
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every Asian country. The system of registration of land was not the
same as in Western individualist societies. The colonial pOWers
changed the legislation in favor of private individual holdings or
company ownership of land. Lands that did not have such titles
were regarded as state property. They were allotted to foreigners
and foreign companies for small sums of money. Thus the people’s
right to land was taken away and given in perpetuity to foreign

companies and agencies. The legal system was made to suit the in-
terests of the economically dominant rulers.

In many countries the law is still administered by persons trained
in the individualist tradition. Although this may favor the defense
of some human rights, it is not conducive to bringing about peaceful
changes in the legal system in favor of a more just distribution and a
more communitarian ownership of property. This in turn influences
the pattern of development, which tends to be on a capitalist basis:
this further deepens inequalities in society. Thus the legal profes-
sion, the legal system, and the Judiciary, which are much respected
by the social system, are bulwarks of the prevailing economic sys-
tem.

The mass media are also dominated by foreign agencies and the
same local elites. In some Asian regions—Thailand, Malaysia,
Hong Kong, Singapore—the newspapers are owned by foreigners,
generally British and American multimillionaires. Day after day,
they present to the people a view of life and culture that is alienated
and alienating. They do not help the people make a critical analysis
of society. On the contrary, they feed the people the myths of the
neocapitalist society that is being built up in many of the POOT coun-
tries.

The school system was one of the main agents of the cultural
subversion of colonized peoples. The schools further encouraged a
system of values and relationships that were individualist, competi-
tive, and subservient to foreign interests. Under the individualist
system, the traditional communitarian life of the country was dis-
rupted. The element of sharing in the economy was thus greatly

reduced. The new elite was encouraged to seek employment in the
services of the colonial government or of the foreign-based compa-
nies. This further strengthened the breakdown of the self-reliant,
community-oriented economic system and social life that generally
prevailed earlier in Afro-Asian societies.
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The values of private enterprise, efficiency, consumerism, profit
maximization, militarization of the economy, and rugged individ-
ualism were integrated into these societies through the mediation of
local elites.

Cultural Myths

The cultural domination of the world by Western peoples has
foisted on others a number of myths that help perpetuate the notion
of Western supremacy.

The teaching of subjects such as history, geography, economics,
politics, and law is largely dominated by the Euro-American world-
view. History is presented as the story of the ““discovery’” and ‘‘de-
velopment’’ of the world by Westerners. Many aspects of the
despoliation of nature by colonial enterprises are not taken into
account. The misuse of the resources of the world by the wealthy
nations in the form of waste, pollution, and armaments is implicitly
justified or accepted by not being questioned.

Western colonizers are said to have brought democracy and
freedom to underdeveloped peoples—while keeping them in politi-
cal, economic, and cultural subjection. Today these same powerful
nations show that they are happier with Asian dictatorships in favor
of the privileged classes than they are with progress toward demo-
cratic participation in government and power.

THE MYTH OF AID

It is a myth that, with the attainment of political freedom, a poor
people becomes master of its own economy. Both during and after
the colonial period, the flow of resources and funds in the world has
always been from the poor to the rich. On balance it is the poor
countries that contribute to the economic advancement of the rich
countries.

Belgium received more from Zaire than it gave Zaire: likewise
Holland from Indonesia, Britain from India, France from French
Alfrica, Spain from Latin America, Portugal from Brazil, Angola,
and Mozambique, the United States from the Philippines, and Ja-
pan from South Korea. At the end of the period of political coloni-
alism, the colonial powers were rich and the masses in the colonized
regions were impoverished.

e e e ——
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Since political independence, ‘‘aid’’ to Third World nations has
always, in the long run, been to the advantage of the “‘donor’’ coun-
tries. In addition, such aid is a form of cultural genocide by which
the dignity of a people is destroyed and its self-image twisted into
that of a beggar. And the populations of the rich countries are kept
ignorant of the facts. Complacency is inevitable.

THE MYTH OF ANTICOMMUNISM

Another myth of this century has been that of anticommunism.

It was traditionally argued that the Western powers had a responsi-
bility to save the world from communism, regarded as the worst evil
on earth. For this cause the Western powers maintained military
bases in the poor countries and undertook counterinsurgency activi-
ties to brainwash the peoples of the so-called free world. Today
these same Western powers are moving closer toward alliance and
detente with communist regimes in order to maintain their spheres
of influence in the world.

The free-world countries, unlike communist countries, were said
to offer religion an appropriate framework. The capitalist way of
life was more pleasing to God than was the communist way of life.
Now we see organized religion decaying under the permissive mate-
rialism of the West more than under the materialist socialism of
Marxist countries. The role of religion in such a traditionally Catho-
lic country as Italy is some indication that religion does not neces-
sarily flourish better under Western materialist capitalism.

THE MYTH OF POPULATION CONTROL

Overpopulation is a fact and a serious problem, especially in the
Third World. Some form of population control is necessary in the
world. But the population problem results, at least partially, from
the maldistribution of population to land and resources. Hence it is
wrong to use all manner of pressures for reducing the population
growth rate of the poor countries without at the same time reducing
the waste of resources by the rich countries.

If we compare the living standards of diverse peoples, we see, for
example, that 120 million Indonesians and 75 million Bengalis can
live on one-fortieth of what 200 million North Americans consume.
Even if their population multiplies forty times in the near future, at
their present level of consumption Indonesians and Bengalis will not
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use as much energy as North Americans use today. A dog in the
United States probably consumes more natural resources than does
a child in Bengal.

The unspoken fear is that the poor, if they continue to grow in
numbers as they have in recent decades, will be a threat to white
capitalist world supremacy. The well-off are afraid of losing their
possessions and privileged position. (The Soviet Union too can
follow the capitalist line in international issues of this nature.)
Rather than change the present world system, they would tailor the
world population to fit the present distribution and use of resources.
The International Population Year (1974) sponsored by the United
Nations hardly dealt with these aspects of the problem, though UN
agencies spend much on family planning in poor nations. Some rich
countries such as France now encourage and subsidize larger fami-
lies.

Distractive Mechanisms

The mental conditioning of peoples can be so great that they are
oftentimes unaware of the real forces that oppress them. In Malay-
sia very many think that the most important question affecting the
country 1s the racial issue, because of the economic superiority of
the Chinese and the political power of the Malays. But it is forgotten
that 62 percent of Malaysian industrial and commercial undertak-
ings are in the hands of neither Malays nor Chinese, but of for-
eigners: British, American, Japanese. Malaysia is becoming increas-
ingly dependent on foreign capital, consumer goods, and even
foreign ideas. Yet the media successfully distract the attention of the
people from the real issues. The policy of “‘divide and conquer”’
works effectively in favor of the dominant powers of the present
world order.

A large-scale intellectual subjugation has thus developed, helping
to reinforce the economic, political, and military domination by
foreign powers in league with local elites.

COLOR, CLASS, SEX, AND THE WORLD SYSTEM

The world system, in its social aspects, has many interrelated lines
of affinity and division based on color, class, and sex. They are
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global, as well as local and personal, An understanding of them and
their interrelationships is essential for the cause of integral human
liberation.

Sex is, by its nature, biological, not determined by us, not (easily)
changeable. Color is also by birth and is historical in origin. Class is
changeable, dependent on education, employment, wealth, and
status. Sex is primarily of a person: race and class are very much of
groups. All three have widespread political implications.

Sexism, racism, and classism are of human social making. We
seek liberation from sexism, not from sex; from racism, not from
race. Class, however, is in itself undesirable. A classless society
would be preferable. We must recognize biological, historical,
cultural, and functional differences, but they should not be allowed
to make for inequality of persons or groups. In this the weak, the
poor, and the dominated can heighten the consciousness of others
through their struggles for identity, dignity, and equality.

Similarities

A common feature of sexism, racism, and classism is the tendency
to regard the other, not as a free, responsible person or human com-
munity, but as an object, something to be used for one’s pleasure,
power, or profit. The other is used, dominated, manipulated, do-
mesticated physically and psychologically, as under slavery, in
capitalism, or in totalitarian socialist regimes. Such oppression
dehumanizes both the oppressed and the OpPpressor.

The dominated are made to exist for and in function of the domi-
nant. Even psychologically, the dominated are made to accept the
values, goals, priorities, and social preferences of the oppressor.
Relationships and roles in society and terms of trade in economy are
determined by the more powerful. Power is used to maintain the
privileges of the powerful.

The privileged status quo of the powerful is given the sanction of
law, morality, culture, civilization, religion, and public acclaim.
The dominated are deprived of power; if they oppose their subjec-
tion, retaliatory repression can be psychological or even physical
and violent. The powerful may give ““aid’’ to the weaker, who are
regarded as handicapped and unfortunate. But the underlying rela-
tionships of superiority and inferiority are maintained. They are
buttressed by the ideology, myths, and even theology expounded by
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the dominant. The oppressed do not know one another internation-
ally. They are kept ignorant, weak, and divided. Consequently there
IS an enormous thwarting of the human potential of the weaker sex,
the weaker racial groupings, the weaker classes—and a human im-
poverishment of the dominant themselves.

SEXISM

In cultures around the world, men tend to determine the pur-
poses, roles, and values of women’s lives. In a male-dominated
society, women are thought of more as hel pmates. A woman’s per-
sonality is made to seek fulfillment in relation to a man. Man is the
norm; woman is the ““other.’’ The work of the male is considered
more productive and is better paid for. Child-caring is considered so
much a concomitant of child-bearing that the father leaves almost
the totality of it to the mother. Yet women’s household work is not
considered to have an economic value.

Women have generally had less opportunity for education than
have males. This had its impact on employment. Women’s freedom
of movement is much more circumscribed than is that of men.

Politics is considered normal for men and abnormal for women,
except where they have been born to high rank. Politics decides
many issues of public life, and it is men who decide—and they de-
cide according to their perceptions and interests. Public institutions
and work relationships are thus organized to take into account the
masculine point of view. Women’s needs are considered secondary
in economic, political, and social life. Holding public office is more
difficult for women. Because child care and domestic work are still
mostly done by women, they have less access to social life during the
child-rearing years of their lives. Further, inasmuch as women have
often been excluded from the decision-making processes, they are
generally less aware of the ramifications and consequences of
economic and social policies. We have to recognize that we have
long been and still are in a male-dominated world system.

RACISM

Racism is an attitude that considers one racial grouping superior
in rights and dignity to another and leads, as a consequence, to the
Oppression of one group by another, Racism can surface at a rather
universal level, centering on the color groups of humankind: black,
White, yellow, brown. Or it can be at local levels in the interrelation-



48 THE WORLD SYSTEM

ships of like-skinned groups: the Sinhala and Tamil in Sri Lanka,
the English and Welsh in Britain. The latter variety of racism is
more closely related to geography, language, history, religion, and
culture.

Racial identity is a powerful social bond. Marriages are generally
within the same racial group. Nationalism and patriotism are closely
linked to race. The passions of racial enmity are often aroused in
times of war or even in democratic elections. The survival of a racial
group is a major cause that evokes human loyalties and sacrifices.
Here women and men cooperate; they do also in warfare.

A dominant racial group tends to build political, economic, and
social institutions and cultural traditions to serve its interests and
maintain domination over subject or marginalized racial groupings.
Religion too is invoked to legitimize domination.

Politically the world system has been built up by white expan-
sionism. There have been large-scale exterminations of peoples due
to racial intolerance, as in the advance of white peoples into the
Americas, Australia, and New Zealand. The violence of more pPOW-
erful racial groups has been a major driving force in history. Once
they establish their power over a people and a place, they consoli-
date it by legal and constitutional maneuvers and by the imposition
of one-sided economic relationships. Marginalized racial groups
have to struggle to maintain their identity, to affirm their rights, or
even simply to survive. There is a close affinity between racial and
economic domination.

Women and men in a dominant racial group often cooperate in
the exploitation of minority groups. The common interests of wom-
en and men who benefit from such a process generally outweigh the
differences between them as women and men. In the interests of
families, clans, tribes, and castes, racial injustices are perpetuated
by both women and men.

Color, class, and sex can combine to pursue discrimination
against different groups of persons. The continuity of the racial
group is ensured by relationships of sex and family. Women and
men can be equally racist and classist. Sexual assault on women by
men of another racial group can be an expression of racial affirma-
tion. Sometimes races and classes combine to maintain male

domination.
On the other hand, color and sex can also come together in the
process of liberation. The revolutionary cause is stronger when
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women and men join forces for a common objective. Freedom
fighters are often motivated to take risks to their own lives in order
to make life better for their families and descendants. Participation
of women in the struggles of liberation of peoples and classes can
help in developing the strength and rights of women—though it is
often the case that women are subjected to traditional forms of
oppression once the struggle is over.

Another positive achievement would be for women and men to
relate across racial frontiers to identify with sisters and brothers of
another racial group, especially an oppressed group. Would not
sisterhood be a potent force for liberative alliances, due to the com-
mon interests of women as such? Would not the evils of patriarchy
be overcome by women and men working together across racial

lines? This is a question women of oppressed racial groups ask of
their sisters in oppressor racial groups.

CLASSISM

A class is a group of persons having the same socioeconomic
status. Differences in classes are intensified by income and the con-
séquent access to opportunities in education and employment. In-
fluence and power in most societies depend very much on one’s class
position.

As in sex and color, a dominant class tends to form the social
institutions, mentalities, myths, customs, and traditions to suit its
own needs and advancement. The affluent class generally controls
the means of influencing opinion—namely, education, mass media,
institutions for maintaining law and order, and the like.

State power within a country is generally controlled by the
powerful—a class. Political democracy is ineffective without a large
measure of economic democracy. State power can thus become a
means ot perpetuating the domination of the wealthy class. The
POOr are unable to sway the use of state power because of their lack
of consciousness of their internal divisions, their lack of organiza-
tion, their lack of fixed and shared purpose. In a word, their power-
lessness. They therefore continue to be poor.

The social system, however, offers some opportunities, often
more symbolic than real, for upward class mobility. This gives the
POor some hope of advance, even though it turns out to be illusory
for the majority.

In economic activity the relationships among the classes are such
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that the poorest derive the lowest income for the work they contrib-
ute to the productive process. Terms of trade are unfavorable to the
poorer classes and, in general, to women—all of whom are relegated
less remunerative functions. In starker terms, these groups depreci-
ate in value. The price mechanism is a means by which certain privi-
leges are retained by the privileged, behind the myth of the ‘‘magic
of the marketplace.”

In addition, class consciousness is a deeply ingrained character-
istic, especially in capitalistic societies. It i1s manifested in one’s
mentality as well as in one’s possessions and demeanor. Social inter-
course 1s mostly among persons of the same class. Lifestyles, neigh-
borhoods, means of transportation, recreational facilities—all help
to maintain class differences.

The class system also influences families. Marriages most often
take place among members of the same race and broad soclo-
economic class. Social relationships too are influenced by levels of
income and degrees of wealth. In terms of educational opportuni-
ties, children in free enterprise countries are much more dependent
on class than on personal abilities or color or race.

Within given nations class is the main dividing line, the major
contradiction in society. Sex and color differences are often less
important than economic divisions—unless of course color itself
implies economic discrimination, as between blacks and whites in
South Africa.

At the international level racial groupings tend to act together in
global politics. Here the economic interests of whites are linked with
the world system built up by them. Even poor whites generally wish
to maintain this system against attacks by the black, vellow, and
brown races.

The system of social classes is generally seen as operative within a
given nation. Generally a small percentage—10 to 15 percent—of
the population of capitalist countries (or market economies) appro-
priates 60 to 70 percent of the total income. Class conflicts explain
much of the political, social, and cultural dynamics within coun-
tries. Liberation movements too have a class character; they may be
geared toward the transfer of power either to a class that is economi-
cally well-off or to the working class. National liberation struggles
that did not lead to a transfer of power to the working class and the
setting up of socialist economies have generally been coopted into
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the prevailing world system of dominant capitalism. Unless a
process of liberation genuinely transfers economic power to the vast
majority of the people or to the working class, it is not likely to
reduce class discrimination within a country. We can therefore
evaluate the achievements of social movements and political parties
by their practical action toward a removal of these disparities,

Dissimilarities

Awareness of persons as sexual beings develops primarily in terms
of individual women and men. Everyone has links of love and com-
mon lifestyle with some members of the other sex: spouse, parent
sibling, child, relative, colleague. |

A racial grouping or a class is a moral or legal entity. It is not a
physical person. The experiences and memory of racial groupings
and classes are collective and historical, and their aspirations 20
beyond the lives of given individuals. Questions concerning the
sexes are first personal and only secondly externalized in the social
sphere, such as education, employment, and wages. Issues of color
and class are first collective and structural, and secondly personal
and internalized. There are only two sexes, whereas classes and
racial groups are many. The sexes are strongly attracted toward each
other; there is generally a closeness and identification that racial
groupings and classes as collectivities cannot achieve. Women and
men as sexual partners can reproduce human beings, whereas classes
relz}te to each other in the production of goods and services. The

I'EC.IDI'[]Ci[}f of the sexes is much more intimate than the complemen-
tarity of color or class collaboration in economic life. Racial groups
can do without each other, at least on their own terms, but one sex
cannot do without the other. Classes compete; racial groups coexist:
the sexes cohabit. |
Considerations of sex tend to personalize issues, whereas those of
color and class take us outside ourselves to a wider group. When
dealing with women and men we encounter individual persons—
bodies, minds, wills, emotions—a psychophysical whole; hence
sexual exploitation affects persons at a very intimate and deep level.
In color and class we encounter a collective psyche. Racial and class
domination affect us more from the outside. It also entails a com-

mon entity or community shared by many, and is hence more bear-
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able. Sexual domination has a much more personal character. Rape
is a physical intrusion into another’s being.

Sex, has, all the same, a strong economic, political, social, and
cultural character. Sexual domination can be and is socialized and
expressed in the relationships of women and men in society.

In racial and class issues the demand is for justice and dignity. In
the personal relationships of women and men more is demanded:
understanding, sharing, love. There is an intimate natural, biologi-
cal, and psychological link between female and male in which one
accepts sacrifice for the other in a way that cannot be explained
except by calling it love. This is a phenomenon basically different
from the interactions of classes or racial groups.

The nature of the basic relationships of female and male are fun-
damentally different from group relationships, be they of color,
class, caste, tribe, or religion. Women and men, it would seem, are
made for each other. The liberation and fulfillment of one is inextri-
cably linked to the liberation and fulfillment of the other.

These dissimilarities make sexual domination and the movements
for women’s liberation a different kind of complexity from those
concerning color and class.

The struggles of classes, racial groups, and the sexes cannot there-
fore be reduced one to the other. It is necessary to defend the auton-
omy of these struggles. But it is also necessary that these struggles
not be isolated from one another. The forces of exploitation gain by
dividing their victims. There should be togetherness in going ahead
though the force of domination may be seen and contested from
different vantage points. Diverse forms of oppression often are
linked together and are cumulative. A poor black woman is op-
pressed in her class, her color, and her sex. Liberation, to be genu-
ine, has to be integral. The growth of human consciousness from
more than one intuition of human rights makes the quest for libera-

tion fuller, more challenging, and more extensive. These different
movements must understand their own identities within the overall
planetary human search for fulfillment on this one earth that we all

have for our home.
Strengths and Weaknesses of Marxism

Marxism has contributed valuable insights to the understanding
of human relationships, social processes, national histories, and
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international developments. It has helped explode myths that served
to cover up exploitation. It has also been the most powerful revolu-
tionary force during the twentieth century. Over a third of the
world’s population now has regimes that call themselves Marxist.

Marxism has, however, some dif ficulties in explaining the rela-
tionships of race at an international level. Thus the white working
class of Britain does not make common cause with the black
workers of South Africa. The growth of capitalism to an imperialist
stage has led the working classes of the superpowers to identify
more with their capitalist compatriots than with their exploited
colleagues of the periphery. In addition, rapid advances in
technology—as in the computerizing of production and business
transactions—have reduced the role of labor. The silicon chip gives
much more productive capacity to capital. This and continued large-
scale unemployment have decreased the power of labor in the social
bargaining process.

Marxism also may have some difficulty in appreciating ade-
quately the movements for women’s liberation. A socialist society
will be more liberating for women insofar as the conditions of
economic life will be altered to enable all women to participate in
the productive process. However, not all the goals of women’s
struggle for identity, equality, and dignity can be achieved by the
mere transformation of the relationships of production.

All these raise issues as to how far the relationships of class, fol-
lowing upon the relationships of production, are a motive force for
social change. Have not the working classes of the power centers
been co-opted to the side of their dominant classes as against the
exploited classes of the periphery? On the other hand, local elites of
the Third World are often readily bought over to support the
world’s rich companies and families.

Here we see a crisscrossing of loyalties and conflicts. Internation-
ally the economic interests of a nation seem to be a greater factor of
cohesion than those of a given class with its counterpart in another
country. Similarly the loyalties of sex do not usually extend from
one nation to another in a conflict of classes or racial groups. In
Personal relationships the women’s movement makes a valuable
contribution that has a fairly universal validity. But the movement
has not yet expressed itself strongly on the liberation of even other
women from the structures of economic or racial domination in
Other countries. Antisexism alone does not have the dynamism of
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liberation from class and racial domination. The same is true of
other struggles. The emancipation of workers or of an nppressed*
racial group does not necessarily mean a triumph over male dmfuna-
tion. Hence there is a need for integral human liberation that will

help individuals understand and give direction to the liberational Chap a8
dynamics of each oppressed group.

Asia

The Third World has long been paying the price for the prosperity
of the First World, which has fashioned the world system to suit its
interests. The Second World has tried to escape bearing this cost and
endeavors to go its own way, or even build its own centers and
peripheries. Third World peoples are finding it increasingly difficult
to pay the heavy price in cheap raw materials and cheap labor and to
provide markets for the ‘““developed,’’ “‘advanced’’ countries. They
are posing challenges to the whole system, its way of thinking, its
values and structures. The First World is particularly sensitive to
this challenge and, led by the United States, wants to maintain the
status quo.

Within this overall challenge from the Third World, Asia presents
a variety of issues that profoundly question the world system.
During the past four centuries Asia has been at the mercy of the
merciless Western exploitive system. During the present century
| Asia has been awakening from its long slumber. During the twenty-
first century Asia is bound to make its mark on world society—if it
survives.

Asia, with 85 to 90 percent of the world’s poor, is a continent of
large and growing populations. Over 40 percent of all Asians are
below fifteen years of age and only 5 percent above sixty years. The
average rate of population growth is 2.1 percent per year in Asia as a
whole; China has a low rate of 1.2 percent.

Birth control programs have been encouraged almost everywhere.
The rapid increase in population puts severe pressures on these
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countries. When European populations increased rapidly in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, they had almost the whole
world as an area for resettling their excess populations, temporarily
or permanently.

The gravity of the problem may be grasped from the fact that
India has to provide each year for a population growth about equal
to the entire population of Australia—14 to 15 million. To ade-
quately house, care for, and educate these children, India would
have to build ten thousand housing units, one thousand new class-
rooms, and one thousand new hospital wards every day for the next
twenty-five years.

Africa and Latin America too will face similar problems in the
coming decades. The advance of science and technology, especially
medicine, has contributed to the problems by reducing the high
infant mortality rate and lengthening life expectancy.

During the next fifty years, if present trends continue, there will
be a remarkable change in the population balance in the world. The
rich First World countries, including Japan, will have a much lower
population growth than will the rest of the world and a higher me-
dian age. The Asian population will continue to increase at a more
rapid rate, though slower than in the 1970s and ’80s.

At the beginning of this century Europe was a continent of rela-
tively large national populations. The Asian countries, other than
China and India, were relatively smaller in population. Even in 1950
Europe had 392 million, East Asia had 673 million, and South Asia
706 million. But by the year 2000, Europe is expected to have 520
million whereas East Asia will have 1.4 billion and South Asia 2.2
billion.

The pressures of an ever growing population have to be faced by
the Asian countries—and the rest of the world. The rise of repres-
sive Asian regimes is partly due to the inability of governments to
respond to their peoples’ needs within the limited land and resource
base available to them and the burden of providing a high lifestyle

for local elites and an even more costly support for the foreign com-
panies that operate there.

The Sino-Soviet conflict has also to be understood, in part, by the
land-population disproportions in their immense 4,500-mile com-
mon border region. There are millions on the Chinese side and
empty spaces in Soviet Asia, some of which the Chinese claim were
wrested from Chinese possession by Russian czars. This border is
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likely to be an internationally explosive issue in the coming decades.

There are also population pressures on the less inhabited regions of
Southeast Asia and Oceania.

Table 6
Estimates and Projections o f Asian Populations,
1981 and 2000
1981 2000
(millions) (millions)

Chi_na 968 1,189
India 700 1,036
Indonesia 155 221
Japan 117 128
Bangladesh 91 153
Pakistan 85 147
Korea 57 78
Vietnam 53 79
Philippines 52 83
Thailand 50 76
Turkey 46 69
[ran 39 65
Burma 36 25
Afghanistan 22 37

Source: World Population Trends and Prospe
: cts by C _
York: United Nations, 1979). P Y Country, 1950-2000 (New

These population problems also present serious challenges to the
racism of the present world system, which has been built basically to
support the expansionism of white nations. The question before the
planetary society is whether it will be able to find a peaceful remedy
to the horrendous contradiction in our world between an aging,
relatively stable white population occupying empty, fertile land-
masses and the young increasing population of yellow and brown

peoples. Africa is vast and may cope with the increase in black peo-
ples for quite some decades.

ASIA AND THE WORLD POLITI CO-ECONOMIC
SYSTEM

Puring the greater part of this century Asian peoples have been
trying to liberate themselves from or in some way deal with the
world politico-economic system. They have adopted different ap-
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proaches, with varying degrees of success. The Japanese have
proved that they can beat the West militarily—as they did in the
1905 war against Russia—and economically—as they are doing now
at the global level. The Japanese opted for a long period of isolation
from the dominant West, while learning from it, before opening
their doors to contact with outsiders. Now the J apanese govern-
ment supports industry and foreign trade. The big Japanese MNCs
guarantee lifelong employment and social services to their employ-
ees. They combine small-scale enterprises with the largest business
enterprises in the world. Combining the Japanese cultural values of
care for persons with efficiency in business, they have ensured
greater harmony in industrial relations. Unemployment is not a
serious issue there in spite of modernization.

On the other hand Japanese business success has been built at the
expense of the exploitation of other countries, especially in Asia.
The Japanese import raw materials at cheap prices, operate
pollution-intensive industries in poor countries, pillage the forests
of Southeast Asian countries, and share in setting up free trade
zones, as in Taiwan, South Korea, and the Philippines. Japan be-
haves in the rest of Asia just as do the Western imperial powers,
though perhaps in a more low-keyed and nonmilitaristic manner
after its defeat in World War I1. But the armaments industry is a
major element in its economy.

Japan has met its problem of land and resource shortages by pop-
ulation control, rapid economic development based on up-to-date
technical competence, competitive marketing, hard work, and the
Japanese tradition of humane industrial relations. However, this
success does not offer a model to other Asian countries: it depends
heavily on the ruthless exploitation of foreign countries and support

of dictatorial regimes, especially in the Far East and Southeast Asia.

T'wo Socialist Giants

SOVIET CONSOLIDATION

The U.S.8.R. spreads over 8,707,870 square miles in Europe and
Asia. It occupies one-sixth of the planet’s land surface and 42 per-
cent of the surface of the Eurasian continent. The Asian part of the
U.S.S.R. covers about 40 percent of Asia’s land surface.

In the first half of the sixteenth century Russia was a small state
confined to the Upper Volga region. During the century after 1550

ASIA 59

Russian explorers and conquerors penetrated eastward into Asia to
the Pacific Ocean. During the nineteenth century, Russia expanded
into central Asia. Thus it is only within the past four hundred years
that Russia developed into the largest country in the world. The
Russians have incorporated most of this vast expanse within their
political and cultural orbit, with certain rights being guaranteed to
racial and religious minorities. Presently, only about 20 percent of
the Soviet population is Asian (Georgians, Armenians, Uzbeks,
Tartars, and others). If the present population trends continue, the
proportion of Asians will grow to about 40 percent by the year 2020.

Although most European colonies have become independent and
European powers have had to withdraw from Asia and Africa (ex-
cept for Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa), Russia has
consolidated itself as an Asian power. The territory of the U.S.S.R.
has the advantage of being compact and spatially contiguous, like
those of other continental powers: the United States, Australia,
Canada, Brazil. The far northern region, sparsely populated, is rich
in coal, oil, natural gas, diamonds, and gold. Half the world’s coal
1s said to lie in the Siberian regions of the U.S.S.R.

About 70 percent of the U.S.S.R. population lives west of the
Urals, Russian migration eastward from Europe having been slow
and limited. Presently about 176 million, or 65 percent, of the 270
million inhabitants of the U.S.S.R. dwell in urban areas, and 94
million in rural areas. By the year 2000, however, 76 percent are
expected to be living in urban areas. As migration to the cities con-
tinues, Russia will be facing problems in developing the vast reserves
of natural resources in its eastern and far eastern empire. The
U.S.S.R. repudiated czarist rule and capitalism but retained the
territorial gains of czarist imperialism.

The U.S.S.R. has established a socialist regime over one-sixth of
the globe. Because Soviet socialism is socialism within one country,
it is geared to the maximization of benefits for its dominant groups.
Just because the U.S.S.R. is socialist does not therefore necessarily
mean that there is a just distribution of the natural resources within
its territory for the benefit of all jts people.

In a sense, European Russia has been the most successful colonial
power in Asia. It has occupied territory that might otherwise have
been an area for the expansion of the rapidly growing populations
of the Far East, especially China and J apan.

When the U.S.S.R. has been unable to develop by itself the re-
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sources of Siberian regions, it has made use of West European,
Japanese, and American capital, in spite of its socialist ideology.

The United States, the U.S.S.R., and Western Europe reap ad-
vantages in maintaining the status quo against the demands of the
poorer peoples of the world. Understandable too is the rift between
the U.S.S.R. and communist China: nationalist aspirations and
territorial claims are often more important determinants of policy
than are the ideologies of capitalism or socialism.

CHINA: AN ALTERNATIVE SOCIALIST PATH

Prior to the communist revolution, China, like most of Asia, was
feudal, subject to foreign exploitation and the ravages of nature.
Local warlords and landlords dominated peasants and workers.
Famine, disease, and floods caused millions of untimely deaths.
Females were particularly exploited from childhood on. Foreign
powers forced unequal trade treaties on China and tried to capture
the Chinese markets for their goods. Following the 1949 revolution,
China was boycotted by the capitalist powers. After 1961 even the
U.S.S.R. ended its technical assistance to China. China thus went
through a quarter-century of isolation from the international com-
munity. This helped in the evolution of its own strategy of revolu-
tion and growth. China under Mao T'se-tung went through a long
period of deep travail in order to implement its own socialist pro-
gram. A basic aspect of this program was the change in mentality
that had to be effected among the people. ““Serve the people’’ was a
constant public exhortation toward this end. A process of self-
criticism and self-revolutionizing was begun, with emphasis on the
virtues of dedication, self-denial, frugality, hard work, temperance,
honesty, self-purification, and service. This was to be a corrective to
the evils of the centralization and technocratic control of the Soviet
model of socialism.

Educational reforms were carried out to communicate the values
of service and make the Chinese people self-reliant in rebuilding
their country. Education was reformed to break down the barriers
between manual and intellectual work, village and city, peasant and
worker, practice and theory, poor and rich, education and socialist
construction. Education became an instrument of the revolutionary
process. Culture and the arts were also at the service of the people
and the revolution. Individualism and capitalist motivation were to
be combated mainly by persuasion.
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The Chinese revolution was largely a peasant movement. Villages
were reconstructed into large communes where production and
distribution were on a communitarian basis. The communes were
designed to be new centers of life in which agriculture, industry,
trade, culture, and even military needs would be provided. This
communal reorganization of agriculture in China can be credited
with carrying through a massive socialist revolution involving
several hundred million rural poor.

The rebuilding of China through self-reliance in all ways was the
ideal of the revolution. China thus had to be self-reliant in raw ma-
terials and markets. This very process helped to stimulate the crea-
tive potentialities of the people. New technologies were evolved,
especially on a short-term basis, in order to cope with the shortage
of capital and surplus of workers. Droves of Chinese were employed
to remake the face of China, building roads and dames, schools,
hospitals, and factories, and tilling the soil. Education too was
geared to work; students had to contribute to the increase in pro-
ductivity.

The revolution also fostered a growing industry geared to the
needs of the people. As in agriculture, the goal was not profit but
the satisfaction of the urgent needs of all. Administrative cadres,
technical experts, and experienced workers cooperated to develop
both communal and Chinese industry, especially after the with-
drawal of the Russians. Technology was developed to make the best
use possible of the raw materials and skills available in China. The
high level of specialization was even capable of producing an atomic
bomb.

Changes also occurred in health services, in which the ancient
Chinese medical system was revived in conjunction with modern
Western medicine. The intermediate medical practitioner (the
““barefoot doctor’’) was trained to meet the needs of the villages.
Dependence on foreign Imports was given up, and the brain drain of
doctors to the West was stopped. Medicine would serve the people
and not be a means of profit for the doctor.

Three decades of this socialist effort produced a China self-
sufficient in its basic needs. The nation has been able to hold its
Oown against the major evils that affect capitalist countries: unem-
ployment, inflation, gross inequalities, energy crises, and
famine.

It is true that there is not political democracy in China. Nor is
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there freedom for Chinese to overthrow the socialist system or leave
the country at will. But there is a measure of participation in the
construction of a socialist society. The excesses of the ““cultural
revolution,’” which was begun as a corrective to bureaucratism, did
much harm to the revolution both in China and abroad. Chinese
foreign policy tends to be nationalistic rather than attuned to issues
of international justice.

What China achieved in so short a time is extraordinary by any
human standards. The Chinese people had to pay a high price in
self-discipline and hard work. But for the first time in their modern
history this one-fifth of the human race can look after itself. Al-
though the changes since the death of Mao Tse-tung and Chou En-
lai have somewhat altered the course of the revolution in favor of
rapid modernization, the Chinese example is a definite challenge
and trailblazer for other peoples. It provides a feasible alternative to
capitalistic ‘““development,”’ especially for poor countries with high
unemployment, although many problems of socialism still remain
unresolved. (For an interesting and insightful e€xamination of the
less commendable aspects of the Maoist regime, see Bao Rua-Want,
Prisoner of Mao [New York: Coward-McCann, 1973].)

Ideological Conflict: Korea and Vietnam

During the past four decades ideological conflict has been acute in
many Asian communities with Marxists and procapitalists vying for
power. The ideological battle was fought out militarily in Korea and
Vietnam. Korea remains divided. Vietnam is unified under Marxist
rule.

North Vietnam demonstrated under Ho Chi Minh how 2 small
country could both win a war against the major imperialist powers
and carry through a socialist reorganization of the country. In more
recent years the situation in Indochina, involving Vietnam, Kam-
puchea, Laos, and China, is far from satisfactory or exemplary,
Marxist powers have been at war with each other, thus not only im-
poverishing themselves but also discrediting their regimes and ide-
ology.

In terms of a global analysis the historical experience of Marxist
regimes in Asia and Eastern Europe reveals that they tend to be
motivated more by national interests than by world justice, and
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worse still by internal party and personal lust for power. The Viet-
nam war is very important in the impact it had on the United States,
which absorbed its first military defeat. This superpower was not
only humiliated but the people of North America in large measure
had their eyes opened to the myths of their power as well as of their
history. It will not be easy in the future for the United States to
mount a similar operation, due to the unwillingness of its youth to
fight in such wars for the benefit of the U.S. ruling elite.

Afghanistan is another country involved in civil war and occupa-
tion by Soviet armed forces. The Soviet Union claims it is helping in
a people’s liberation struggle, but others see in its intervention
another instance of the centuries-old expansionist policy of Russia,
this time toward the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. The resist-
ance of Afghan guerrillas may make this the Soviet Union’s Viet-
nam.

The refugee problem in Asia is very much aggravated by the trou-
bles in Afghanistan and Indochina. Millions of persons are now
refugees in many nearby lands, especially Thailand and Pakistan.
The world refugee problem is another deep wound that affects the
countries of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Tens of millions of
human beings are on the move as vagrants in our “‘civilized’’ world.
This is one more indication of the importance of land-population
relationships in global perspectives.

West Asia

During the past decade the Arab countries of West Asia and the
Middle East have become a vigorous presence on the world scene.
By nationalizing their oil enterprises and cooperating with other oil
producers to form the OPEC oil cartel, they have demonstrated to
the world another way in which primary producers can change their
terms of trade and economic fortunes. Until OPEC showed the
world that the rich countries needed the resources of the hitherto
poor countries, it used to be argued that the poor were poor because
they did not work hard. It was maintained that the market economy
gave them their due. OPEC has shown how world prices of com-
modities can depend on national interests. The hundreds of billions
of dollars now being accumulated to the credit of the oil producers
also shows how much they were deprived of during the decades
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when foreign companies controlled the whole process of oil extrac-
tion, refining, and marketing.

The big multinational ojl companies, on the other hand, are still
glutting themselves with enormous profits. The oil-cost revolution
has disrupted the economies of many non-oil-producing poor coun-
tries, as well as the industries of rich countries. :

The West Asian countries use their oil income to develop their
economies. This has also triggered a large-scale migration of Asian
workers to the Middle East . T'hey are among the best paid but most
exploited workers in Asia. They have no trade union, or civic, or
political rights. Women are subjected to cruel treatment and sexual
harassment. This has prompted India, Pakistan, and the Philippines
to enact legislation barring female citizens from migrating to the
Middle East. Once again money power leads to human exploitation.

The oil-rich countries have political systems that are monarchical
or dictatorial. The majority of their peoples are badly off, especially
in the more populous countries, such as Iran. It is a tragedy that in
many oil-rich countries the local rulers and elites waste their newly
acquired wealth while keeping the masses poor. Nigeria, Indonesia
and Venezuela are cXamples of massive residual poverty in spite of
oil wealth.

The Middle East has been the scene of many wars since 1945 Iran
and Iraq started their most recent war in 1980. The superpowers sell
arms to both sides. Oil profits thus return to armament producers.
The tragedy takes on a cynical hue when the U.S. A promises to
keep both Saudi Arabia and Israel equally well armed. The world
armaments industry, amassing $500 billion per year, 1s maintained
by armed conflicts in the Third World. Since 1945 there has been
peace in Europe and North America. The battlegrounds of armed
conflict today are Asia, Africa, and South and Central America.

All the world’s major problems are compounded in this region.
The founding of Israel and the Palestinian struggle for a homeland
have raised religious and racijal tensions enmeshed in ideological and
military global conflicts. The resurgence of Islam with a militant
fundamentalist thrust, popular struggles for freedom and participa-
tion, foreign intervention, the emancipation of women, and coping
with a desert environment are all major issues here. All these make
the Middle East a new center of the planetary economic, political,
military, cultural, and religious trends of the coming decades.
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Southeast Asian Countries with Capitalist Regimes

South Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Indonesia,
Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand have governments that have
oriented their countries along pro-Western capitalist lines of devel-
opment. Certain characteristics common to these areas are clearly
discernible:

1) Priority is given to the growth of economic productivity
measured by the gross national product, which has risen considera-
bly in the 1970s and ’80.

2) Social justice and an equitable distribution of wealth and in-
comes take second place. Care of the environment is neglected,
especially under the pressure of foreign companies.

3) Foreign investments are welcomed under quite favorable terms
and are guaranteed by governments. The foreign firms undertake
development of the skills of the local population, use local ma-
terials, encourage €xports, and import substitute materials.
Sometimes they establish subsidiaries of the big multinational
corporations; at times these are joint ventures with the participation
of local capital and management. All the same, foreign indebtedness
1s growing; balance of payments problems make export orientation
a high priority.

4) Trade with Western powers and J apan is encouraged. Growth
of production in Southeast Asian countries now poses a threat to
employment in Western countries, though not necessarily threaten-
ing the profits of multinational corporations that operate in both
areas.

5) A rather strict control of labor and trade unions rights is main-
tained, on the pretext of ““national security’’ requirements. Wages
are kept low; capital (including foreign capital) receives the lion’s
share of profits. Working conditions are poor. Workers can be
hired and fired at will by employers, who are generally favored by
the law; large-scale unemployment allows employers to manipulate
workers by threatening to dismiss them.

6) Development takes place mainly in and around urban areas.
The urban elite are the main decision-makers. Industries are gener-
ally located around the big cities, and much of government spend-
ing is for industrial plants and amenities for the urban elite. Rural
areas are often neglected. The enormous growth of the Bangkok-
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Thomburi region and the neglect of rural areas in Thailand 1S an
example.

7) Tourism is given a high priority. Prostitution is growing fast
and affecting the moral and cultural values of the people. Women
are particularly exploited in the free trade zones and as migrant
workers in the Middle East. |

8) The economic growth process is engineered by the local elite;
the process in turn helps this elite rather than the workers and
peasants. The managerial class is rewarded with better—First
Wﬂrld—level—hﬂusing, transportation, and educational facilities.
Discontent of the masses has often led to protests and uprisings,
which have so far been crushed, often harshly.

9) The educational system is geared toward development of the
skills required for the administration of the country and the servic-
ing of the industrial companies. The values stressed by the schools
and universities are individualist, competitive, and examination-
oriented. In certain countries—India, for example—corruption has
beset the educational system, especially in admissions to schools of
higher education and in examination processes. Through control of
education, governments and the ruling classes communicate their
own values and those of the capitalist ethic to the next generation.

10) The mass media in these countries are owned and controlled
either by the governments or by the very rich., Foreign millionaires
control some of the main newspapers in Thailand, Malaysia, Singa-
pore, and Hong Kong. They propagate capitalist views and values.
Advertising orients consumer tastes toward luxuries, Increasing the
imbalance in the economy and the general disequilibrium through-
out the nation.

11) Enormous expenditure is made on arms and the defense
forces. As inequality grows, tensions grow within the country. In
order to maintain the status quo, it is necessary to have a strong
repressive force. In the process, a military elite is being developed in
many of these countries. Even large sectors of the administration of
some countries are controlled by the military, as in Indonesia and
Thailand.

12) The constitutions and legal systems of these countries are
being changed in order to increase governmental power. In certain
instances this ploy has been used to prolong and perpetuate the
tenure and powers of rulers, as in the Philippines and South Korea.
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Emergency laws and internal security acts severely repress individual
rights. Military dictatorships rule most of these countries. They are
becoming ‘‘national security states,”” similar to the Latin American
dictatorship pattern.

South Asia

The countries of the Indian subcontinent—India, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, and Pakistan—present a somewhat different set of
values and strategies in the development process. They are basically
within the capitalist sector of the world economy, and their €cono-
mies are still largely based on private enterprise.

However, there is or has been an effort to modify the operation of
capitalism by developing a socialist sector of production and imple-
menting far-reaching social services. India and Sri Lanka still retain
a democratic system of government, at least with changes of govern-
ment by general elections.

This region too is coming increasingly under the capitalistic do-
minion of foreign companies and collaborating local elites. Pakistan
and Bangladesh are virtual military dictatorships. Sri Lanka, since
1977, has taken an out-and-out capitalist course, heavily dependent
on foreign investment. India alone seems capable of a somewhat
independent stance, because its Oown capitalistic sector is strong
enough to defend the national interests of the ruling class and the
big companies. India is a major industrial power in the world, with a
high level of science and technology. Indian capital is now reaching
multinational status through its foreign investments. However, the
Indian masses are among the worst off in the world, in large
measure due to the inadequacy of social reforms.

South Asia’s progress toward an egalitarian society has been
halting and piecemeal when compared with countries under Marxist
revolutionary regimes. Countries of South Asia have glven a promi-
nent place to the dominant religious traditions: Hinduism, Islam,
and Buddhism. As a result, the values emphasized are less
production-oriented than in communist countries or under the capi-
talist regimes of Southeast Asia. The South Asian countries present
an interesting, though ambivalent, search for the harmonizing of
such values as economic growth with social justice, political
freedom, and a religion-oriented culture. Although materially
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poorer than most of the rest of Asia, they have much to contribute
to humankind’s search for meaning and harmony in life.

Burma, under General Ne Win, is a unique example of a Buddhist
socialist military dictatorship. Burma is self-reliant and more egali-
tarian than other noncommunist countries. Though it has not yet
enjoyed much economic growth, it is an interesting experiment that
can teach other Asian countries lessons in self-reliance—at a price.
After twenty years of this effort, Burma is now hesitatingly opening
itself to Western “‘aid.”

The South Asian countries are among the poorest and most hard
pressed in the world. With 941 million inhabitants, they constitute
22 percent of the human race. By the year 2000 they are expected to
have 1.5 billion inhabitants. Their effort at preserving democratic
institutions and a socialist trend is under severe strain. We may
expect volcanic social eruptions in this region in the coming decades.

Throughout Asia political dictatorships are becoming the norm,
whether the economy be capitalist or socialist. India and Sr1 Lanka
are exceptional in changing governments on the basis of free general
elections. Elsewhere the repression of political opposition 1s com-
mon; imprisonment without trial and even torture are widespread.
Corruption is a universal phenomenon in the free enterprise Asian
countries at almost all levels of society. All these lead to deep frus-
tration among the young who are unemployed and cannot bring
about changes in their societies. Students who are more conscious of
their situation are in many places the main force that expresses the
discontent of younger persons, as in South Korea since 1961,
Thailand in 1973, Indonesia in 1965, Sri Lanka in 1971, and in India
in the campaigns of Jaya Prakash Narayan against corruption in
1974.

The free enterprise countries in Asia are most susceptible to local
and international conflicts owing to their importance in the global
strategy of nations. War has been waged in one or another Asian
region continuously since 1945. There have been anticolonial wars,
communist-inspired insurrections, the Korean war, the Indochina
wars, conflicts in the Middle East, and the wars of India with China,
India with Pakistan, Iran with Iraq, China with Vietnam.

If these countries pass into the Marxist camp or adopt policies of
economic self-sufficiency and nationalize foreign investments, the
capitalist countries will be badly hurt. They will be forced to lower
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their standard of living. They may call it ‘‘economic strangulation.”’
Indeed, this was the accusation of President Gerald Ford and U.S.
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger against the policies of the OPEC
countries. The Western nations have for centuries benefited from
the exploitation of Asia, and they will not give it up without a strug-
gle. The Vietnam war, the Soviet presence in Afghanistan, and the
U.S. readiness to support right-wing dictatorships in Asia are indi-
cations of the importance of this region.

Asia’s Rural Populations and Elites

Rural Asians are exploited by the remaining vestiges of feudal
oppression and the diversion of agriculture to suit foreign markets
for cash crops. The big multinational corporations are penetrating
the remotest Asian villages to sell their products, obtain cheap raw
materials, and even buy land for large-scale cash crops.

The typical Asian village has its rich elite, who receive the main
benefit from the economic enterprises of the villagers. Middlemen
buy the produce, often in advance, and extend credit at very high
rates of interest. Sometimes the capital stock belongs to them, with
transportation facilities also under their control. Village laborers
receive about half the value of their produce. Income from the vil-
lage goes to the landlords, who generally live in the cities or in coun-
fry mansions.

Population growth, mechanization of agriculture, fragmentation
of peasant holdings, concentration of land ownership in bigger
units, elimination of handcrafts—all combine to make the condition
of the rural poor precarious. Their poverty, landlessness, and unem-
ployment often lead them into debt because the new money
economy makes no provision for credit on reasonable terms. Feudal
landlords, local traders, and moneylenders all charge exorbitant
rates of interest (often over 120 percent per annum). The immense
poverty thus engendered, together with malnutrition and the other
ills of an impoverished people, lead to a lack of vigor, vitality, and
initiative—which are the generally cited shortcomings of Asian
labor. By the turn of the century there will be 2.15 billion persons in
Asia’s rural areas, with about 1.4 billion of them outside China and
Japan, which provide better for their villages. Asia’s rural unrest
cannot be contained. This is potentially the world’s most revolution-
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ary situation—a billion peasants demanding land and the means to
cultivate it. Unfortunately Asian elites refuse to carry out the land
reforms needed to avert catastrophe.

An elite 1s a group that has some special advantage or privilege
and stands apart from the mass in any population. In the Asian
countries, elites enjoy diverse forms of advantage: wealth, social
prestige, political power, cultural advancement, military might,
religious privilege, hereditary rank.

Their power varies with the nature of their elitism. The wealthy
are well off materially. Their incomes are generally about ten times
that of the average working-class family. At the top of the income
and wealth pyramid is a very small percentage of highly privileged
persons, generally millionaires in places such as India, Thailand,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Korea, and Pakistan. Affluent
families live almost as well as upper middle-class families in the rich
Western capitalist countries. The political elite may be poorer, to
begin with, but with time they too tend to acquire economic power.
Patronage and corruption help in the process. The military elite
today are inclined to seek political power and, in the process of
exercising it, gain economic advantages as well. The cultural and
religious elite do not per se have financial power. But they are
tempted to conform to the values of the ruling political and
economic elites, and those who do so acquire the benefits of wealth
and power. The intellectual elite may not have wealth, but in mold-
ing a people’s thought, they can exert great influence on the masses.
They, too, are often co-opted to the service of the prevailing system
by money and position.

These elites have evolved from the leadership groups of both the
traditional and the modernized sectors. The traditionally well off
families were the first to be recruited by colonial powers. To them
were added those who emerged through the educational process.
The modern elite emerged in symbiosis with the Western presence in
government, plantations, industry, commerce, education, and the
military. Foreign-based companies offered them employment at
upper management levels. They acquired the skills necessary for
such work. They were thus able to take over from foreigners the
running of such enterprises, including the administration of the
country. For this they had often to contest the foreign presence. But
in the free enterprise countries of Asia, the transfer of political
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power to the local elite did not mean a fundamental break in the
socloeconomic system, as happened in the Marxist countries of
Asia. Japan and Thailand have gone through a somewhat different
process of modernization, but they too have been integrated within
the world system through the mediation of local elites.

There is also a subgrouping of westernized elites that champion
Marxism or democratic socialism. In social life, both groups live a
rather sophisticated style more in keeping with capitalist-oriented
consumerism. This is true of socialists and Marxists in India, Sri
Lanka, Japan, and Singapore. Only those involved in armed strug-
gle for a socialist society try to identify with the masses in their way
of living. This is part of the strength of leaders such as Mao Tse-
tung and Ho Chi Minh, who lived in close association with the
poorer masses during a long period of struggle. The alienation of
both the capitalist and Marxist-oriented westernized elites from the
actual sufferings of the poorer masses is part of the tragedy of the
free Asian peoples, and one cause of the ineffectiveness of even
Marxist elites.

Besides the Western-educated, modernized elites there are leader-
ship groups that are closer to the people in their language and way
of life, even though they may be economically better off. In rural
Asia, leadership is still held by more traditional elites. They may
distinguish themselves from the masses in wealth, hereditary status,
or religious positions, but they generally feel socially inferior to
westernized elites. They can be quite exploitive of their poorer
neighbors.

In some countries this leadership is asserting itself in terms of a
return to the traditional languages, cultures, and religions. Some-
times these groups are right-wing and socially conservative, such as
the Jan Sangh in India and extreme Islamic groups in Pakistan and
Indonesia. In general, the more westernized, modernized elites
dominate. But traditional elites still have great political influence,
especially among the rural masses.

There is a strong tendency for alliances to be formed among the
various elites. Rural elites tend to take up residence in the cities;
urban elites like to buy property in the countryside, thus becoming
absentee landlords. Politicians seek the support of businessmen,
and vice versa. Military leadership seeks allies and friends among
politicians, professionals, business magnates, and landlords. Mar-
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riage, friendship, sharing in power, partnership in good works and
in corruption—all tend to bring them together. Although family and
party differences divide them, self-interest tends to bring elites to-
gether on more fundamental i1ssues.

Economic planning at the level of central government is generally
in the hands of the elites. Economists, planners, university profes-
sors, journalists, mass media executives, and officials of planning
departments usually look out for their own interests. Even where the
vast majority of the people is extremely poor, national planning has
ensured the continued economic growth of the elites—social services
are provided for the poor. The limited resources within the country
and foreign exchange reserves are used to ensure the wants of the
elites in such areas as housing, clothing, health, communications,
education, transportation, and energy resources.

The business elite help companies to set up ‘‘joint ventures,’’ thus
giving them a national flavor and tax advantages. The political elite
is open to influence and ‘‘commissions’’ from these companies. The
prevailing planning priorities often help the multinational firms to
obtain a firm base and a national image within these countries,
especially in Southeast Asia.

Thus the ruling elites, generally westernized, are one of the
greatest obstacles to the realization of social justice in Asian coun-
tries. They are reluctant to change a system in which they receive the
main advantages: enrichment and political power. They further
strengthen the forces of conservatism by appeals to democracy,
anticommunism, and religious values. At the international level,
they are not in favor of radical changes, even if their rhetoric is
radical. They are in favor of conserving the Western capitalist world
system from which they benefit.

On the other hand, one elite spearheads radical changes in na-
tional life—the cultural elite. Artists, writers, and academicians are
among the more sensitive of the elites. A section of the political
elite, especially those who have been influenced by Marxist analysis
and values, are aware of the need for radical changes. Among the
religious leadership, small groups are becoming more seriously
concerned with the egalitarian message of the world religions. Even
among military leaders, the encounter with deep poverty and starva-
tion raises issues concerning the values of society. Thus the elites are
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an important element in the movement of Asian societies, even
though the working classes and rural poor must bear the main bur-
den of crusading for radical changes.

The tragedy of the Asian elites is that they could be the liberators
of the masses instead of being their oppressors and betrayers. But
this would demand enormous sacrifices of them. They have skills
required for the rapid development of the peoples, but they lack the
humanity and the political will to implement changes that would be
radical enough to reverse the trends toward inequality and injustice.

The Asian elites resemble in many ways the local elites in the
African and Latin American countries. Understanding the role of
local elites is extremely important for any attempt at justice within
poor countries or at the world level. They are the extension of the
dominant world system into the poor countries—the principal local
agents and collaborators of the central powers.

DISCRIMINATION IN ASIAN SOCIETY

Discrimination against Women

A traditional aspect of Asian societies is the unfair treatment of
women, even though there is a certain respect for females and moth-
erhood. From birth, girls are less wanted and, in a certain way, less
cared for. Boys are welcome; the family is proud of them and looks
forward to their becoming breadwinners. In education, there has
been an almost universal neglect of girls in favor of boys. This is
particularly true of Islamic countries; the proportion of literate
females is low.

Throughout life there is a strong conditioning of females to their
assigned domestic roles. They are not permitted to go about alone.
Fear is instilled. They become physically and psychologically depen-
dent on males. This situation is changing somewhat in urban areas
and among the educated classes.

As girls grow up there is pressure on them to get married and
‘““settle down.’’ Parents are thereby absolved of any responsibility to
look after their daughters. In many Asian countries, marriages,
especially in rural areas, are arranged by the parents and elders.
Sometimes girls are hardly able to choose a partner freely. The mar-
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ried state is an honor, whereas there is little acceptance of the single
woman (apart from a religious dedication). Widowhood is consid-
ered a misfortune and divorce a disgrace for the woman. The same
stigma 1s not attached to the widower or the divorced man.

There is discrimination against women in the field of employment
also. Women are not encouraged or expected to take up regular
employment outside their homes. When they are employed, they are
often paid less than are males for the same type of work. Jobs
available to women are generally of a less responsible and respect-
able type. Women are largely employed as unskilled laborers; those
in administrative and supervisory positions are far outnumbered by
men. Women are also exploited in the new free trade zones in hotels,
restaurants, and tourist centers, sometimes through prostitution,
especially when they are unemployed and their families are in need.

Women have little responsibility in social and political life. The
example of female prime ministers—in Sri Lanka, India, Israel—is
still the exception. By and large, there is little confidence in the
ability of women to administer any area beyond the home.

The main root of this discrimination is a deep-seated psychologi-
cal conditioning to male dominance and female dependence. Some-
times women seem to prefer the role of helplessness, in which they
feel cared for, and the role of mother and nurse, in which their ten-
derness finds expression and warm reception. The mass media, in
their consumer orientation, stress the sex image of women. And
some women are as responsible as men in the downgrading of other
women. The woman of high estate looks down on the woman of
poorer condition. The caste and class systems are maintained as
much by women as by men.

The religions in Asia share a good measure of responsibility for
the subjection of women. Today, however, changes are taking place
through modernizing trends, secularization, and socialist move-
ments. The example of China is particularly attractive to women of
other Asian countries. We begin to see increasing numbers of wom-
en taking responsibilities in social and public life and, in a sense,
giving effect to the implicit undercurrent of female power that per-
vades many Asian cultures. Yet the full emancipation of women in
Asia 1s still a long way off and many struggles will have to be under-
taken before the Asian woman is accepted and accepts herself as a
complete human person in all areas of life.

ASIA i

Racial, Minority, and Caste Discrimination

Problems of minorities, racial groupings, and castes are evident in
every Asian country, from the Arab-Israeli conflict in West Asia to
the racial discrimination in Taiwan. Pakistan has the problem of the
Baluchis; the Bengalis caused the splitting up of Pakistan into two
countries. India is a mosaic of diverse peoples and languages. Sri
Lanka has the problem of the Tamils and their rights. Racial dif-
ferences are a sensitive issue in Burma, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the
whole of Indochina. In the Philippines the secessionist drive of the
Muslims in Mindanao has a racial and religious element.

All over Asia, race is an important factor in politics. In the eager-
ness and rush to create national unity, the rights of minorities were
swept aside. Whole peoples were marginalized and are now treated
as second-class citizens. The borders of nation-states were carved
out arbitrarily, along lines set by colonial rule—Malaysia and In-
donesia, for example.

Caste, a system of rigid social stratification characterized by he-
reditary status, endogamy, and social barriers sanctioned by cus-
tom, law, or religion, is another form of discrimination in Asian
soclety. It is particularly marked in the Indian subcontinent. In
India the upper classes are also the higher castes. The lower castes,
together with the poorer tribes and more disadvantaged classes,
constitute about a fifth of the total population. These 130 million
persons form the base of the social pyramid. In spite of constitu-
tional provisions, the adoption of a socialist way of life, and the
pledges of political parties to eradicate poverty, the lower castes
continue to the be most exploited groupings in India.

The lower castes are mostly landless laborers. In rural areas social
standing depends very much on land ownership, and in this the
lower castes are always badly off in spite of land-reform legislation.

MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS IN ASIA

Today the main agent of the economic exploitation of the poor,
postcolonial Asian countries in favor of the rich, former colonial
centers i1s the multinational corporation (MNC).

The MINCs have captured many local markets for consumer
goods all over free enterprise Asia. Nestle’s, Unilever, Coca-Cola,
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Pepsi, Maxwell’s, Rothman’s, 1.C. Bayer, Johnson and Johnson,
Bates, Singer, Hertz, Kodak, Philips, Sony, ITT, Mitsuibishi, San-
yo, First National City Bank, Western-based airlines, hotel chains,
motor firms, and oil companies can be found in almost all Asian
countries. Sometimes they have local names and native directors.

Mitsuibishi of Japan is an example of a giant Asian MNC con-
ducting different lines of business in many other parts of the world.
In the early 1970s it channeled 10 percent of Japan’s exports and 13
percent of its imports. Its gross sales in 1972 amounted to $50.7
billion, just $2 billion less than the budget of the Japanese govern-
ment. The livelihood of perhaps a quarter of Japan’s citizens may
be tied to the Mitsuibishi group of firms.

The giant MNCs today control much of the know-how in fields
such as electronics, electrical machinery, aircraft manufacture,
armaments, pharmaceuticals, and other chemical and scientific
products. Their power depends on an oligopoly of technology and a
worldwide control over markets and resources. They can virtually
dictate terms to countries that want their products or their invest-
ments.

These corporations are a means of integrating the poor countries
of the world into the international economic order. Asian countries
that are open to capitalistic penetration by foreign countries find
their production and consumption made to fit the interests of the
MNC:s. A particularly egregious example was the multinational
promotion of bottle-feeding and formula food for infants that was
linked to increased malnutrition and infant mortality.

The MNCs claim that they develop the economies of poor coun-
tries by using raw materials, bringing in capital, and creating em-
ployment. Is this true? Often they do not make a serious effort to
use local raw materials until they are compelled to do so by eco-
nomic and political pressures. The expansion of the Coca-Cola
Company in India, Malaysia, and Indonesia has not included the
purchasing of local fruits for soft drinks. These countries produce
abundant crops of oranges, limes, mangoes, pineapple, jak, guavas,
bananas, and such fruits. But Coca-Cola does not use them. Instead
it imports powders and essences from the United States. Asians
become accustomed to drinking imported mineral waters. Local
technology is not developed. Local skills are not encouraged. Capi-
tal flows out of the country.

The same 1s true in the case of pharmaceutical firms. They import
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patent medicines to Asia. But they neglect native herbs, oils, and
other medicines.

The MNCs claim that they bring capital to poor countries—and
this is true in the initial stages. But they demand such high returns
on capital, charge such exorbitant prices for their technology and
services, make such unconscionable profits from sales to poor coun-
tries and by the sale of products from them that soon the flow of
funds is from the poor countries to the MNCs. Countries that re-
ceive ‘‘aid’’ and foreign investments are heavily indebted and have
huge balance of payment deficits. South Korea and the Philippines
have large foreign debts due to such “‘aid.’’

The MNCs claim to create employment in poor countries. The
total employment created is often small compared to the numbers
unemployed. The type of jobs created do not provide workers with
skills they could use elsewhere. Workers have low job security and
are subject to rigid discipline, often enforced by local governments.
The wages they receive are very unfair in relation to the companies’
profits. Thus a shirt sold for $10 in America is paid for as if its sell-
g price were $2 or $3 in an Asian market. Laborers are paid a
dollar or two per day, whereas the same company may pay $60 per
day to a worker in Europe. The garments produced by both are sold
in the same markets, subject to tariff.

The creation of employment depends on a heavy capital invest-
ment by the host country, which has to provide the infrastructure of
roads, power, water supply, communications, security, and even
housing and recreational facilities for foreign investors. Although
some employment is generated, certain other lines of employment
are destroyed or not developed. The villages are often at a disadvan-
tage because industries are located in and around the big cities. A
few companies can supply all the consumer needs of a whole coun-
try or region. Almost every Asian village helps the big corporations
by buying their goods. In return, the poor villagers have no outlet
for their productivity. Their traditional arts and crafts are neglected
and die out. Their skills go unused. All this leads to the impoverish-

ment of the village. There is little that a village can produce other
than cereals, vegetables, handicrafts, and curios, once the MNCs
capture its nation’s markets.

The ““aid” that Asian countries have accepted from the First and
Second Worlds has not only not solved their problems of food
shortages and unemployment, but has drawn them into the wider
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problem area of world inflation, recession, pollution, and energy
crisis. The poor are becoming more and more conscious of their
situation of exploitation even in countries such as South Korea,
which has witnessed a kind of economic miracle—because the ad-
vantages of growth do not accrue to the masses but to local elites
and the foreign interests that supply “‘aid.”

ASIAN CULTURES AND RELIGIONS

Two other aspects of Asian reality of relevance to the world sys-
tem are the Asian cultures and religions. Through colonial contacts
and particularly the closer linkage of the world by trade there has
come to be an unprecedented imposition of Western science and
culture on Asian peoples. This has been taking place gradually over
the past few centuries and today 1s almost universal and has reached
a point of no return. This 1s true not only as regards capitalism and
Marxist socialism—both of which originated in the West—but also
the modern scientific approach. Modern Western science developed
in isolation from religious or spiritual values. It has been heavily
mechanistic in its understanding of reality, not concerning itself
with the spiritual and the numinous in human relationships and the
cosmos, devoid of care for the human person and for nature.

Combined with triumphant capitalism, Western science has been
used in a manner that has been harmful in many ways to the dignity
of the human person, to social intercourse, and to nature itself.
Thus in spite of its stupendous achievements Western civilization
itself is in acute crisis. Its social fabric i1s breaking up due to the
voracity of individuals and groups for maximum profit and
pleasure.

Western religion—Christianity, largely—has been unable to in-
spire and cope with the advances of science. Hence there 1s a dicho-
tomy in Western society between humanistic secular science and
Christian thought. The dissonances of the scientific and religious
approaches that characterize modern Europe have not yet been
brought into harmony, though both are now more aware of and
open to each other.

Blending Western science and culture with the Asian way of life
entails bridging even deeper chasms. Asian cultures enshrine many
values that are quite different from those of Western capitalism. In
general Asia is still rural, agrarian, and feudal in its interpersonal
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relationships. Traditional family life is closely knit, based on respect
for elders and concern for all family members. The sense of commu-
nity is very strong, even to the extent of excluding other communi-
ties or castes.

The Asian approach to life is not so materialistic as is the West-
ern. Personal relationships and lifestyles are simpler. Asian religions
have had a profound influence in making their followers less ac-
quisitive and more open to human values. This is within a wider
attitude of closeness to and respect for nature and all forms of life.
Another facet of this approach is tolerance of others’ views, includ-
ing their religious beliefs and practices. A sense of moderation and |
harmony predominates, especially in the Chinese tradition. Bud-
dhism too emphasizes the middle path of tolerance. |

Religion pervades the life of most Asian peoples. The creedal
content of the religions differs, but there is a basic religiousness
common to all. It is even related to forms of belief that antedated
the intellectual synthesis of the great Asian religions—a profound
animism and ritualism is found in the substratum of Asian societies.

Contact with the West has provoked a variety of cultural and
religious reactions. Some Asians are thoroughly westernized and
capitalistic in spirit and life. Others have accepted Marxism as their
personal belief and political ideology. Still others have become more
secularist and humanistic. But the traditional religions are also
experiencing a revival. For some it takes the form of a militant fun-
damentalism, insisting on a rigid lo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>